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ROMANTIC AND ELECTRONIC STALKING

crazy about like the man you're not that interested in."' 76 The
authors claim that the man is by nature and biology the romantic
aggressor, and that he must initiate progress in the relationship.'77

In saying this, they relegate Women to a passive position in
courtship and reinforce the traditional idea that the man is
supposed to pursue the woman. They teach women to look and to
be "feminine" in order to seize the attention of men.178 Moreover,
Fein and Schneider recommend that women act mysterious, and
that they not reveal very much about themselves or their habits,
advising that they end phone conversations quickly because they
are simply "busy."'179

The authors, however, are so narrowly focused on discovering
how to keep a man's interest that they do not see how easily their
suggested techniques can make the man become too interested. The
authors even claim that a man's anger can be a positive sign of his
love rather than a sign of violent attachment: "It's good when men
get upset; it means they care about you."'8 ° Their recommended
constant secrecy and avoidance tips can lead the man to become so
curious or suspicious that he begins to probe into a woman's back-
ground, daily activities, and whereabouts. If a suitor wants to talk
on the phone, but the woman abruptly informs him that she cannot
because she is simply occupied with "something," he may very likely
wonder what she is doing and be tempted to go to, or even stake
out, her residence to find out. He may decide to observe and follow
her in public on days when she tells him that, for vague reasons,
she cannot meet him. Although these behaviors are certainly a
woman's prerogative, since she is not obligated to divulge anything
to a newly-acquainted suitor, these deceitful techniques inhibit
honest courtship communication and encourage the suitor to be-
come obsessive and possessive in response to her clandestine ways.
The immense popularity of The Rules' suggests that the recom-
mended dating techniques speak to certain traditional beliefs that
many women (and men) already hold, and its popular methods rein-
force the historically deceptive quality of romantic interaction into
present-day America.8 '

176. FEIN & SCHNEIDER, supra note 174, at 8.
177. See id. at 7.
178. See id. at 15-21.
179. Id. at 45.
180. Id. at 48.
181. This book was a bestseller, and its success prompted a publication of a sequel, The

Rules II (1997). See Ellen Fein & Sherrie Schneider, Seal the Deal (and Make Him Commit
100%), COSMOPOLITAN, Oct. 1997, at 208.

182. See Gleick, supra note 175, at 58.
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Popular music is an important conveyor of contemporary
culture, and romantic ballads, complete with obsessive elements,
comprise a good number of popular songs. These songs contribute
to the way stalking is culturally facilitated, hiding its threat and
harm under the facade of romance. For instance, the classic song
by the British band The Police entitled Every Breath You Take is
highly romanticized and regarded as a champion of love songs.13

If we listen to and understand the significance of its lyrics, however,
we see that they eerily revolve around the refrain of constant
surveillance,"' which is inherent in stalking activity:

Every breath you take
Every move you make
Every bond you break
Every step you take

I'll be watching you

Every single day
Every word you say
Every game you play
Every night you stay

I'll be watching you...

Every move you make
Every vow you break
Every smile you fake
Every claim you stake

I'll be watching you."85

These lyrics repeat themselves in a haunting tone, while the singer
accuses the subject of being unfaithful ("every vow you break"),
insincere ("every smile you fake"), and self-interested ("every claim
you stake").8 6 All of these messages betray the singer's malicious
obsession with the subject of the song. Despite its jealous and
malevolent undertone, the song is romanticized because the singer's
constant thoughts of the subject, and his passionate appeals, are

183. See Jay Cocks, Band on the Run, TIME, Apr. 27, 1987, at 72.
184. See Jay Cocks, Official Police Business, TIME, Aug. 15, 1983, at 50, 50.
185. THE POLICE, Every Breath You Take, on SYNCHRONICITY (A&M Records 1983).
186. Id.
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seen as romantic longing and fidelity, not as an evil obsession.
Hence, the song becomes a 'love song."187

There are many examples of songs that romanticize stalking
and "popularize" it.' 88 Oddly enough, these are the songs which pro-
pel performers into stardom.

The song 'Two Steps Behind" became popular in the early
1990's and helped focus some of the music industry's spotlight on
the long-absent British hard rock band, Def Leppard.'89 The song
begins by talking about the futility of trying to escape from the one
who loves you, and invokes an eerie image of the lover's lurking
"shadow":

Walk away if you want to
It's okay if you need to
You can run but you can never hide
from this shadow that's creeping up beside you."

Shortly after, the song enters its refrain section, which confirms
that the lover will always be near, and sarcastically suggests that
the beloved feels her time is too "precious" to be spent on him:

Whatever you do, I'll be two steps behind you
Wherever you go, I'll be there to remind you
That it only takes a minute of your precious time
To turn around, I'll be two steps behind.' 9'

In the next section of the song, however, the lyrics take on a more
romantic tone, as the lover claims that the beloved does return the
affection, but is too scared to take love's risk or "walk the line":

Take the time, to think about it
Walk the line, you know that you just can't fight it
Take a look around, you'll see what you can't find. 92

Canadian singer/songwriter Sarah McLachlan, a stalking victim
herself, in a song appropriately entitled "Possession," adopts the
script of the stalker; literally, she uses segments from actual letters

187. See Cocks, supra note 183, at 72.
188. See, e.g., THE POLICE, supra note 185; DEF LEPPARD, infra note 190; SARAH

MCLACHLAN, infra note 193.
189. See Dimitri Ehrlich, Reissues: Vault, ENT. WKLY., Nov. 10, 1995, at 67, 67.
190. DEF LEPPARD, Two Steps Behind, on VAULT (Mercury Records 1995).
191. Id.
192. Id.
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sent to her by her stalker as her lyrics.'93 Although the song is eerie
and foreboding, the sensual tone of the music and lyrics make the
song seem more romantic and longing:

[The night is my companion and
solitude my guide,
would I spend forever here
and not be satisfied?

And I would be the one to hold you down,
kiss you so hard.
I'll take your breath away and
after I'd wipe away the tears.
Just close your eyes, dear. 194

The song talks about the stalker's "romantic" fantasy, which
appears to be in the form of forced sexual gratification. He would
"hold [her] down" and "wipe away the tears," strongly implying that
he would have to forcibly make her submit to his physical imposi-
tions.' 95 In the next stanza, the stalker believes his beloved is
playing games with him, but nevertheless she gives him hope:

Oh, you speak to me in riddles,
and you speak to me in rhyme.
My body aches to breathe your breath,
your words keep me alive,
and I would be the one, to hold you down ... 196

The song finally progresses from the stalker's (imagined) fantasy to
actual realization of this fantasy, as he steps into a "waking dream"
and upon finding his target, will not be "denied" his sexual plea-
sure:

Into this night I wander,
it's morning that I dread.
Another day of knowing of the path I fear to tread.
Oh, into the sea of waking dreams,
I follow without pride.

193. See Kathy Silberger, Q&A: Sarah McLachlan, ROLLING STONE, Jan. 8, 1998, at 50,
50.

194. SARAH MCLACHLAN, Possession, on FUMBLING TOWARDS ECSTASY (Arista Records
1993).

195. Id.
196. Id.
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Nothing stands between us here,
and I won't be denied. 197

C. Romance and Stalking in a College Context

Stalking is by no means limited to any particular type of
environment, but this phenomenon may be more common in certain
settings, such as in a university or college atmosphere. 9 ' Stalking
may tend to proliferate on the college campus because it is an
enclosed and self-sufficient community in which individuals remain
for a significant length of time.199 A student or any other person
affiliated with the college can easily develop an interest in another
member of the academic community and stalk her using the many
networks and resources available within the college system. For
example, one can find information on a student through the college
directory, her e-mail address, and her friends or other people who
know her.2" Just knowing that the targeted person might study at
a certain library makes it easy to stalk her.

In fact, it may be common for a male student to begin stalking
a female student if he develops a "crush" on her, but he is too shy
to ask her for a date. Rather than waiting to run into her by chance
on campus, he may prefer to catch calculated glimpses of his
beloved and find out tidbits about her life and habits. He may even
involve his friends in his detective work, expanding the number of
people who may learn to enjoy stalking as an absorbing pastime.
Although college women may also initiate or be involved in their
own stalking adventures, men in general engage in stalking activity
more often than women, and the predominant gender of stalkers on
college campuses is unlikely to prove to be an exception.2"'

Students may be tempted or encouraged to stalk the one they
romantically admire if they are in an academic and social environ-
ment, such as the college community, where they are surrounded
and influenced by their peers. Finding an object of romantic
interest is easy on a college campus, with its large array of individu-
als and social opportunities. Moreover, many students may expect

197. Id.
198. See James T. Tucker, Stalking the Problems with Stalking Laws: The Effectiveness

of Florida Statutes Section 784.048, 45 FLA. L. REV. 609, 681 (1993).
199. See id.
200. See Jasmine A. Davila, Expert Advice for the "Holiday," Step One: Stalking, FREE

PRESS (University of Chicago) Feb. 1996, at 44.
201. See Lisa Nolen Birmingham, Closing the Loophole: Vermont's Legislative Response

to Stalking, 18 VT. L. REV. 477, 523 (1994).
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or hope to find their potential mates in college, and may feel
pressured to establish a serious relationship, or at least find
someone in whom to be interested. They are subjected by friends
and family to the frequently-asked question: "Are you interested in
anybody?" If they are not in a relationship, then one may instead
derive romantic pleasure from tracking down the person with whom
one would like to be involved. In this way, stalking may be an
alternative to dating as exemplified in the exaggerated but some-
what honest article entitled Expert Advice for the "Holiday," Step
One: Stalking, which was published in the Valentine's Day edition
of an independent college newspaper:

I present to you my guide to stalking for fun and profit: Coffee
Stalk with Aunt Jazzy.... The first thing you might wanna do
is have a crush on someone, particularly someone you don't
really know .... Having done that, this is where you get to play
detective .... If you need to determine identity, you'll probably
need to stake out the first place you saw that person ... beg,
borrow, or steal copies of the Student Directory and the
University Directory.2"2

Even if stalking is not encouraged among college students, the
act of stalking is not treated seriously. On the contrary, it is seen
as a topic suitable for jest and sarcasm.2 °3 As an article in Rolling
Stone reflected: "Stalking references have become the joke du jour
for '90's stand-up comics and sitcom wisecrackers."" Although the
phenomenon of stalking is just as grave as issues of rape and
domestic violence, stalking does not have the same stigma attached
to it, and, as a result, the term is flaunted freely and carelessly. °5

In college settings, when a student is interested in another and
reveals certain information about her, people will say things like,
"Hey, sounds like you're stalking her," but this comment is uttered
as playful banter rather than as a serious and disapproving
observation.20 6

We would not as easily, however, make light of incidents of
probable rape or battering, since we would be alarmed and upset if
someone were to say "Hey, sounds like you raped her," or "Sounds

202. Davila, aupra note 200, at 44.
203. See Ali, supra note 34, at 30.
204. Id.
205. The term "stalking" is not taboo, because people make jokes about stalking and do

not understand its consequences.
206. I have witnessed college men make this particular comment, as well as other similar

statements.
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like you beat her." But the act of stalking does not have the same
shock value. Stalking behavior is not as feared and criticized in our
society because we do not fully understand the ramifications and
complexities of this behavior.0 7 The lack of awareness and sen-
sitivity regarding this issue allows us to misuse the term, prevent-
ing us from according this phenomenon the same degree of serious
discussion. Stalking may be a commonly known word, but we do
not commonly grasp the full significance of it.

Although we may expect a stalking scenario to most likely take
place between two students, stalking has also occurred between
other college members.' One young woman disclosed in an indig-
nant Usenet posting that she was sexually harassed and stalked by
a professor in her department, who she states, "[became] obsessed
with me and took to telling me he loved me, wanted to marry me,
stalking me to my classes, and yes, sending me sexually-oriented
humorous email."2" The offending faculty member apparently had
romantic feelings for the student and incorporated stalking activity
in his tactics to gain her affection. 10 Other cases involve a student
stalking her female teaching assistant, and a student harassing and
possibly threatening her professors to the point where they
requested university security.21'

V. THE AGE OF ELECTRONIC STALKING

In this information age, romantic pursuit and its stalking
counterpart have found their way into another avenue - the
Internet.212 Both men and women, but seemingly more men, are
entering cyberspace in search of electronic courtship, more popu-
larly referred to as "virtual love,"2 3 as evidenced by the large
number of on-line discussion forums devoted to meeting a mate.214

But on-line romance can be accompanied by or lead to on-line
stalking.1 5 Indeed, the Internet is proving itself to be a hostile

207. See Birmingham, supra note 201, at 522.
208. See Annette M. Litman, Sexual Harassment, Email Harassment, & Abuse of Systems

of Academic Freedom by Professors (visited Mar. 8, 1997) <http://alt.comp.acad-freedom.talk/
news.admin.policy/alt.comp.acad-freedom.news>.

209. Id.
210. See id.
211. Telephone interview with Dana Morgan, student, University of Chicago (Apr. 21,

1997).
212. See Weidlich, supra note 71, at Al
213. See Rose, supra note 33.
214. Some examples of specific new groups include alt.romance, alt.personals, pdx.singles,

and soc.singles. Specific live chat channels include #lovechat, #romance, and #singles.
215. See generally WIRED WOMEN: GENDER AND NEW REALITIES IN CYBERSPACE (Lynn
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place for women, where female abuse can be found everywhere,
including: e-mail messages, chat rooms, and Usenet newsgroups.216

The atmosphere surrounding newsgroups (open electronic confer-
ences) is charged with such high levels of sexual harassmenttand
disrespect for women that many women are jdining private mailing
lists for cyberspace community and interaction.217 Technologyhas
brought the emergence of electronic stalking, which differs from
conventional stalking only in that the former is more sophisticated
in its execution. The term stalking seems to have a strange yet
popular association with computer innovation, as one software
company adopted as its name "Stalker Software Inc.," complete
with a logo of yellow, preying, animal-like eyes and advertising for
its website." 8 Moreover, the term "lurk," which in real-life is one
form of stalking activity, has entered standard computer vernacular
to refer to what a computer user does when he or she observes, but
does not participate in, a virtual chat room.219 One could argue that
claiming such a word like "lurk" and "lurker" as computer jargon
not only helps de-stigmatize the creepy meaning of the term, but
also helps introduce the unsavory behavior associated with this
term into a whole other realm, namely cyberspace.

Cyberspace is mostly a male-beaten path,22° but women who do
frequent the net find themselves the targets of cyberstalking more
often than men.22" ' Because the Internet is a rather recent inven-
tion, laws do not yet have a place in this computer netherworld.222

Without legal protocol demarcating and ensuring individual cyber-
rights, on-line stalking and harassment are allowed to surface in cy-
berspace. Instances of computer abuse are proliferating on college
campuses where students, who are given free Internet accounts, are
increasingly exploring digital territory.22 Campuses are fertile

Cherny & Elizabeth R. Weise eds., 1996) (discussing female harassment and male hostility
on the Internet).

216. See id.
217. One such example is Systers, a women-only mailing list for women in computing.

See Systers (visited Feb. 12, 1998) <http://www.unix.umbc.edu/-korenman/wmstforums.
html>.

218. See Stalker Software Inc., Stalker Software Home Page (visited Feb. 10, 1998)
<http://www.stalker.com>.

219. See IRC Help (visited Feb. 8, 1998) <http://www.irchelp.com> (providing general
information on-line regarding how to use IRC chat).

220. See Colin G. Hatcher, Internet Cyberstalking & Online Harassment (visited Mar. 6,
1997) <http://www.cyberangels.orgtdownload/netstalk.txt>.

221. See id.
222. But see MICH. COMP. LAWS ANN. § 750.411h(e) (West 1997-98).
223. See Harmon, supra note 30, at Al.
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ground for on-line stalking behavior, and as a result have served as
battlegrounds for legal intervention.224

A. "The Lurker Files'. 5 The Lure and Danger of the Internet

It is a misconception that electronic stalking is less serious
than conventional stalking. David Banisar of Electronic Privacy
Information Center (EPIC) contends that "e-mail stalking.., is a
ridiculous concept," that it "trivializes" real or physical stalking.226

However, Banisar is confusing the act with the medium. Not only
can a cyberstalker send e-mail to his target, threatening and infor-
ming her that she is being stalked, but he can also literally track
down his victim through her e-mail activities, observing when and
where she logs on, and accessing other personal information in-
cluding her address and school or work affiliation.227 Banisar also
fails to realize that electronic stalking often leads to, or is accompa-
nied by, physical stalking, and explicitly or implicitly threatens
physical stalking.2" In one case, a woman discovered that she was
being watched from her home when her electronic stalker described
her neighborhood in one of his messages."' After receiving this
message, she noticed that someone had cut the bushes outside her
bedroom window.23 ° Another on-line stalker explicitly threatened
to rape a woman as well as her five-year-old daughter.231

Victims of cyberstalking have found the police neither respon-
sive nor sympathetic, as officials do not perceive on-line stalking to
present a real danger, and instead dismiss the complaint as a
"trivial situation." '232 Law enforcement officials do not recognize
that cyberstalking does not end in cyberspace, but usually tran-
scends into real life.2 3 Consequently, they do not address electronic
stalking until it becomes real life stalking, and even then, the

224. See id.
225. See Stalker Software, Inc., supra note 218.
226. Scott Leibs, Mail Aggression - Should Electronic Harassment Carry the Same

Penalties as Real-Life Threats?, NETGUIDE, LAW & ORDER, Jun. 1, 1995, at 71, available in
LEXIS, Nexis Library PCNEWS.

227. For example, one can look up an individual's recent record of e-mail activity in the
Unix system by typing in '"inger" followed by a login name.

228. See Colleen O'Connor & Laurie Wilson, Women Battle Online Stalking, DALLAS
MORNING NEWS, Oct. 12, 1996, at 1A.

229. See id.
230. See id.
231. See id.
232. See Evelyn McH., CyberAngels (visited Mar. 8, 1997) <www.cyberangels.org>,

available in <alt.online-service.prodigy>.
233. See Hatcher, supra note 220.
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target may need to first demonstrate that she has been or will be
physically attacked. People may find it difficult to believe that
cyberstalking constitutes cause for concern because they argue that
one can just log off, or that the Internet is not dangerous because it
consists of only words. Cyberstalking cannot be so simply rejected,
however, when we understand that the electronic stalker does not
stop his hunt when one shuts off the computer, or when words
(which have a power in and of themselves) are followed by action.234

Law enforcement's inaction reflects the lack of legislation
explicitly addressing electronic stalking.235 The vast majority of
state laws neglect to acknowledge that stalking is now often
perpetrated electronically. The state of Michigan, however, does
include "electronic communications" in its anti-stalking statute,236

and this provision was recently invoked in what may be a ground-
breaking e-mail stalking prosecution. 237 Andrew Archambeau, a
thirty-one-year-old graphic artist, was accused of stalking a twenty-
nine-year-old school teacher whom he met through a video-dating
service on America Online. 3' After their relationship had taken a
bad turn, he sent her about twenty e-mail messages over a two-
month period, all of which he argues could have been ignored.239

Archambeau maintains that he was only trying to express his
romantic interest through his persistence, and does not see how his
actions could have been interpreted as threatening or as stalking.24 °

His attempt to regain the woman's affections was not limited to
electronic mail; however, he also left several phone messages,
ominously admitting in one of them that he "stalked her for the first
time" that day, a statement which he claims he said in jest.24' His
"innocent" appeal perfectly exemplifies the way stalkers, whether
they utilize electronic or conventional means, often try to justify
their actions by cloaking them in old-fashioned courtship terms,
blurring the line between romance and stalking.242

The Internet is quickly becoming the romantic suitor's handiest
tool for his pursuits, with the information superhighway now

234. See generally CATHARINE MACKINNON, ONLY WORDS (1993) (discussing the impact of
words).

235. See Eileen S. Ross., E-Mail Stalking: Is Adequate Legal Protection Available?, 13 J.
COMPUTER L. & INFO. 405 (1995).

236. MICH. COMP. LAWS ANN. § 750.411h(e) (West 1997-98).
237. See Weidlich, supra note 71, at A7.
238. See id.
239. See id.
240. See id.
241. Id.
242. See Sherman, supra note 6, at 200-01.
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making stalking notoriously easy.2 43  Women are targeted for
electronic stalking in three main areas of cyberspace: Internet
Relay Chat (IRC) or Live Chat, Usenet newsgroups or other bulletin
boards, and e-mail communication.244 Female on-line users, espe-
cially "newbies," or those obviously unfamiliar to the net, are usual-
ly first singled out for electronic stalking in real-time chat conver-
sations.245 Cyberstalkers generally then contact their targets
through their private e-mail accounts, leaving alarming messages
and sending attached files.2 4

' The danger and, as stalkers have
mentioned, the thrill lies in the relative ease and anonymity by
which someone can stalk another person via the electronic appara-
tus.

247

As many have pointed out, the Internet is essentially a
"decontextualized" medium in that people can send messages
without revealing their handwriting or other clues to their person-
ality, such as the type of stationary they opt to use. 48 Cyber-
stalkers can easily disguise themselves by adopting several false
names and forging e-mail messages.249 Compounding the fear be-
hind the cyberstalker's faceless threats is the amount of informa-
tion electronically available on any given individual.2 0 A stalker
can remain anonymous indefinitely and exert even greater control
by gaining access to information regarding his target.25' From an
Internet connection alone, an electronic stalker can discover a
person's full name, address, and phone number. Commercial on-
line services like America Online (AOL) ask its users to voluntarily
complete a 'Personal Profile" in which users can reveal their name,
age, marital status, and location, all of which are then accessible to
AOL's four million subscribers.25 2 Our information-hungry age has
even produced The Stalker's Home Page, a World Wide Web site
that consolidates the host of resources available on the Internet and
elsewhere to aid any user in uncovering everything from the local
street map of a person's residence to his or her Social Security

243. See supra notes 218-31 and accompanying text.
244. See Hatcher, supra note 220.
245. See id.
246. See infra notes 307-22 and accompanying text.
247. See Sherman, supra note 6, at 200.
248. See Susan Herring, Politeness in Computer Culture: Why Women Thank and Men

Flame, in CULTURAL PERFORMANCES: PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD BERKELEY WOMEN AND
LANGUAGE CONFERENCE, Apr. 8-10, 1994, at 278, 278.

249. See CyberAngels, supra note 22.
250. See Jeffrey Rothfeder, The Web and You: No Privacy on the Net, PC WORLD, Jan.

1997, available in LEXIS, Nexis library NEWS/PCWLD.
251. See id.
252. See CyberAngele, supra note 22.
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number.25 This site also provides information on how to stalk an
individual discreetly, how to make traceless phone calls, and even
advertises a publication titled How to Spy on Anyone Without
Getting Caught, which one can purchase on-line.254 Glen L. Roberts,
the creator of this multi-linked page, claims that he organized this
site to warn Internet users of the potential abuses to their
privacy.255 He does not explain, however, his intentions behind the
site's title, which begs for misinterpretation. Moreover, he blithely
states in his web page:

Of course we don't encourage anyone to engage in stalking or
other impolite behavior... but look at the resources! ... The
information is there! It's available to ANYONE, who wants to
ACCESS it for whatever their PURPOSE may be! Good or Evil!
The information is here, it is quick to access, it is free and from
anywhere in the world you can learn about people anywhere in
the USA!256

As increased Internet use results in more electronic complaints,
state legislatures are pressed to confront the growing issue of
unauthorized and harmful Internet activity. They may be forced to
propose laws regulating on-line behavior, and to recommend strict
penalties for electronic stalking. Presently, only four states -

Michigan, Oklahoma, Alaska, and Wyoming - include provisions
outlawing electronic stalking, by recognizing e-mail as another
method of unwanted contact, and making electronic transmission
of harassing or threatening messages illegal.257

Similar endeavors are being pursued on the federal level. In
the House, the Electronic Anti-Stalking Act2 58 has been introduced
as a bill to prohibit stalking through electronic means, building
upon the Federal Telephone Harassing Statute, which only addres-
sed harassment via telephone communication.259 In the Senate, an
amendment, that also prohibits electronic stalking and harassment,
was added to the approved telecommunications bill26° that outlaws
the "sending and receiving of 'obscene' messages and materials

253. Glen L. Roberts, Stalker's Home Page (visited Nov. 22, 1996) <http://pages.ripco.com:
8080/-glr/stalk.html>.

254. Id.
255. See id.
256. Id.
257. See Roberts, supra note 253.
258. See Ross, supra note 235, at 405-06.
259. See id.
260. See id.
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through on-line services." '261 This amendment, if passed, would
make on-line service providers liable for such abuses committed
through their networks.262 America Online (AOL), the largest
international on-line service provider, supposedly has an aggressive
stance against electronic harassment, but has not yet taken a
similar position regarding electronic stalking, apparently because
it is such a recent problem.2"' If on-line companies, however, truly
want to make the Internet safe and friendly for their subscribers,
and hope to avoid future lawsuits, they cannot afford to waiver on
such an important issue.

B. The Problem of Cyber-Love in Academia

Colleges all over the country are realizing and grappling with
the problem of on-line stalking and harassment via electronic mail,
which is usually of a sexual or romantic nature.2 4 With the in-
creased use of the Internet comes the increased probability for
abuse. Electronic stalking is prevalent at these "edu" sites, where
students hide behind the anonymity of their computers to stalk
students they know.26 College and system administrators, includ-
ing those at University of California at Los Angeles, University of
Wisconsin at Madison, and Cornell University have been inundated
with complaints due to the popular use of e-mail to stalk and
sexually harass.266 At Cornell, the number of complaints has
increased twofold every year during the last couple of years.26 7

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which handles about fifty
harassment complaints a year, has adopted a campus-wide "stop it"
system in which the e-mail recipient simply notifies the offender to
stop sending messages.26 Other schools have needed to take
further action in response to particularly serious cases of stalking
or harassment. The University of Michigan suspended a male
undergraduate for posting in a Usenet newsgroup a fantasy story
about the rape, torture, and murder of a named female classmate.6 9
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California Institute of Technology (Caltech) expelled a male doctoral
student for stalking a former girlfriend, largely via e-mail.1 70 The
institution justified the expulsion on the grounds that it does not
differentiate e-mail from any other type of communication, thus
making the offensive and unwanted e-mail contact punishable
under the school's harassment policy.2 71 Some members of the
campus community questioned the appropriateness of the punish-
ment, including the accused student's advisor: "Mt's not clear to me
that it's sexual harassment. It's email." '272 This advisor, however,
as may others, incorrectly assumes that sexual harassment and
email are mutually-exclusive. Electronic mail does not itself
constitute stalking activity, but rather, it is a medium through
which the act of stalking can be committed.

C. Internet Participant Observation

To investigate the new phenomenon of electronic stalking, and
how it may be accompanied with romantic intent, I observed Usenet
forums and participated in IRC (Internet Relay Chat), which is a
network of live conversations accessible to computer users around
the world. By witnessing discussions revolving around the subject
of romance, I explored the perceptions men and women have
regarding their respective roles in the courting ritual. Electronic
users readily engage in and initiate discussions on romance, easily
transmitting their mostly traditional views to many users across
the country. In one Usenet message, a male contended that men
can better evaluate or conclude what women "truly" desire and vice
versa, stating that, 'The OPPOSITE sex is a MUCH better judge as
to how each sex REALLY ACTS."273 In another posting, one man
even offered his own diagnosis of what women need, proclaiming
that "women in this country are starving for romance! 2 74  He
reached this conclusion by noting that women are the major
consumers of romance novels, and thus argued that women are
impressed with romantic methods, commenting that, "knowing how
and when to be romantic will make you intriguing to women." '275
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Another computer user, claiming to be an expert on women,
invited male readers to electronically access his "Power Seduction"
techniques to attract women.276 In the introductory sections of this
website, he offers his own idea of what women want: 'To -a woman,
there is nothing more romantic than being swept off her feet and
seduced by a stranger on the first night. That's a fantasy for most
women. 277 He then states that men cannot be honest or direct in
their approach. "Nearly all persuasion requires manipulation ....
A straightforward approach with women has been statistically
proven to NOT work. Romance is often described as '[T]he art of
delightful deceit.' Unfortunately, females are the masters of
opposite-sex manipulation and deception. Men have to learn
deceptive tactics in order to compete ....*"27 In his justifications,
he fully subscribes to traditional romantic norms by reducing
romance to a game of cunning and deception, by blaming women for
their illusory practices, and advising men to do the same.279

Whether available off- or on-line, much male advice regarding
women relies upon and perpetuates long-standing western ideas of
romance.

While men may think that romance will pave the way to
courtship bliss, women do not necessarily agree. A female who
replied to the "Women Want Romance" message asserted that,
"many women are extremely uncomfortable being pampered in any
way by men they are not very, very close to, and some women don't
want that at all."280 She admitted that women may appreciate
considerate acts, but that these do not have to be romantic favors.
Maintaining that romantic methods are not guaranteed to result in
success, she challenges the notion that women uniformly desire and
unconditionally yield to all romantic attempts on the parts of their
restless Romeos.28' This electronic exchange illustrates both
conflicting views regarding how a man is supposed to woo a woman,
and gendered misconceptions that can translate into serious
courtship miscommunication.

Further complicating dating guidelines is the fact that some
women do enjoy romance and want to see the-romantic tradition
continued. A woman electronically remarked, "Don't be too quick
to lump all of us 90's women into the same mold. I for one happen
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to love romance, and don't think it's dead at all. Viva Romance!!!" '282

A second woman echoed this sentiment, "Amen to that!!! Viva
Romance!!!" '283 These women may be referring to the romance that
flourishes between two committed individuals, but because they did
not qualify their enthusiastic statements, male subscribers to this
newsgroup may easily interpret this message in another way. Men
may not see romantic motions as a way of flattering a woman once
she reciprocates the affection, but are encouraged to believe that
romance is the way to win a woman's love.

In our relatively fast-moving society, themes of romance and
romantic idealism are taught to us at a young age, making it
difficult for the younger generation to discriminate between
stalking and romance. In one posting, an adolescent female invites
romantic male attention, "Hello, I'm 14 years old in grade nine. I
want a guy to write to me. I love romance, and sweet guys... I just
want sweet, romantic letters from a guy 14-17. Please write to me
at.... 2 4 She also reveals her height and weight, as well as her
hair and eye color.285 She probably does not know the dangers of
making such an appeal and in providing such information about
herself.

Not only do people talk about romance in cyberspace, but
people also seek and find romance in this virtual arena, as exempli-
fied by this posting by a male in the newsgroup alt.romance:

There's this girl that I've started to chat regularly with on
mIRC. I have never met her but I think I'm falling in love with
her. Is that possible? Or is it just that I'm lonely and that my
heart is craving ... some romance? ... I can't stop thinking
about her.2s6

Wherever there is the possibility for romantic interaction and
attachment, there is also the possibility for obsessive attraction,
and stalking tendencies. In a posting about how men should act to
secure a date, a man succinctly says "persistence is the key, 2 s7 an
important tenet of traditional romantic custom and an important
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characteristic of stalking behavior. He freely and adamantly
admits that men need to be aggressive and deceptive in their dating
approach. This advice that sounds more obsessive than romantic.
"[W]ithout some modicum of arrogance and persistence, confidence
will simply not work. Men have to be like peacocks; show their
feathers off and persuade (trick) the woman into liking us, other-
wise they're blind, oblivious, and show great apathy [to] those who
don't show some arrogance ... 28

Other Usenet postings have openly discussed either personal
or observed incidences of electronic stalking, demonstrating that
the Internet is increasingly becoming a conduit for stalking and
consequently frightening many computer users. Responding to a
message that asked whether one had ever been stalked over the
Internet, a person replied, 'Yes, it was so scary, they followed me
all over 'the Net."'2 9 This person added that "many other people
have also been followed all over 'the Net."'29 ° In another message,
a woman reveals that her cyberstalker has been playing detective,
"[S]ince I've already been told where and how I post, my age and
what I do for a living, I shall count my blessings and lock my doors
.... Better safe, right?"29'

Cyberstalking does not have to occur or be communicated in
private or undercover, but can even take place in front of many
witnesses, as this posting makes clear:

Some guy who got hysterical over a woman and started calling
her [voice-mail] and letting her know he knew where she lived,
followed by a couple of protective guys tracking him down by his
account and letting him know that they knew all about him and
he'd better lay off. It occupied a lot of that newsgroup for a few
weeks. The original stalker was an obviously weird person....
He became upset when she wouldn't have any relationship with
him. Most, if not all ... of this was conducted in public. Quite
odd. Very riveting.29 s

This individual apparently found this case rather entertaining,
digesting it as one would tabloid news or gossip.

With cyberspace serving a secondary, though nevertheless
prominent, function as the world's largest singles scene, this
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"happy-hour" like atmosphere may encourage on-line aggression in
the forms of stalking and harassment. Many men cruise the Net in
search of a romantic conversation with a computer pal, and if they
stumble upon an apparently female user, they will often ask
personal questions such as: Where do you live?; How old are you?;
What do you look like? If the female user answers any of his
questions, he may interpret her response as an invitation to inquire
further. I encountered this type of male attention in my own
computer participation. While participating in the IRC channel
#chatcafe under the pseudonym "Violet," I was "privately" contacted
repeatedly by "michael" as he asked me the following questions:

hello sexy
[how old are] you?
married???
where do you live??29

Another computer user in this chat channel unexpectedly said that
he would stop by a female user's place after he learned where she
was writing from:

spaceman: i'm from germany
Spinica: im in uk
spaceman: nice, I visit you next week.
Spinica: visit meeeeee?
Spinica: u sleep on the floor and clean my house?
spaceman: y not, if you lent me your Visa294

Spaceman's return comment is unexpected given that he just met
Spinica on-line. At the same time, Spinica is apparently not
alarmed and treats the remark lightheartedly.

During this same chat session, however, Spinica suddenly
discloses in open forum that she is being followed on the chat lines
by a persistent male on-line user:

Spinica: got weirdo
Spinica: got me on private chat
Spinica: he looks for me
Spinica: he found my email address
Spinica: cant get rid of him
Spinica: I dont know what to do295
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