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The First ~ Law 
Review Editor 

by Jean B. Wyant 

L'~ aprlna· Toni Massaro becalM ',rtltnr-In. 
ader of tho Willfom and ~to,,· IAlwlfr.vktw. 

Sho WI' wldel,· conar.tull'oo. nul onlY fnr 
Ichlevlnllhe patlUon. but .110 for bel"_ the nnt 
\Yoman 10 do ., In the Iwenly-odd ye., hlJlOl'J of 
the pubilcaUon. A flln'V weeki ahor .n IhIt 
hullabaloo. Toni mentioned 10 me thai "he knew 
IJOnl8bodv who knew someone who 11UI1",ed thai 
the .flnl 8dilor of the Ilw review had. In fllCt. been 
a woman. 

'rbe 8m editor of the II. review "'fI" • women. 
lIer nllme I, tuhn Lee Dan .. 'fIy1 belo, her n ...... 
hr.nr.e the name that .ppean on the r.dUorl,d 
.Iaff pap on th. firs. volume of the II\\" mvle,,·. It 
I. not lurprlllnK Ihlt lIudmt. or fIK!Ully ,,·ho ClIO'" 
1o Marshall·Wythe .her 1970 mlIChl havtt ,"~un",,' 
.hal the nISI .dUor wu • IIMI, student One mutt 
runMtmber. Ito ...... r. the. thl ... VI,.lnh •. where. 
.... me IlH:fI _ "(Arter" or "Hampton" rnlahl .. 
easily 11 ... 11, •• mman I •• man ... 'Jwi'lna Lee' .. 
tbe name tha' appears on my birlh cerfl"c.t •• •• 
Mra. Dant .. ld. obvloutt, amUMd a' ... ., 
luumptlon thet "fohn Lee'·.H her hu"'.nd'. 
naml!. '"but I don' remernbtl:r ever hllVlnll been 
.. lIod enythl ... oIher th.n 'Iohn Lee'. And thot·. 
,vho I ....... Ontllnly ...... nl_ thin .. h"v. 
happened In thl. st., •. 

Mn. John lAo Den:I. hie john (or kMtnn., Lee 
Giles. pl'llCllcn .. '" In WII'lem"bullt .... IIhe h .. 
.Ince IntduaUnl &om Manhan-Wythe In 1857. 
51, • ..... dollsh'ed .. ,he thou.ht of be"~ 
discovered. "", .... 1 here ,II these yea". heerln" 
rumors rrom tlme 10 time of IOID8 "udPflt or alher 
oc'CUmlng the flnt woman editor or 'h~ I.w 
Mvlew. and now you CIIII. Thi. Is lUI' hllariou .... 
A comrortable. Buy..,ln. woman. MrlI Darst 
'\'elcomed me Inlo her .pM:Ioua lew ofIlr.. ror an 
intenriew. 

fohn lee Oanl Brew up In l.ynchbur •. "I came 
lrom In Int .... Uns ramU,.. We were III .. frl •.• nd 
we were all upected lo do IOmBIhlnB· he 
..,mothln,." So .... did •• nd .he I •. While stm In 
hlah ochooI ..... """'ed ... librarian. Wh.n .... on'_ Lynchbu .. Col ......... w .. 011 ... to .. 
Inlo LIbrory Sdenao ... _ th ... .,..rully 
.. ___ 110m thol. They knew I hod the 

.. lIber to heed .lIlnry ot. bll unl ..... /y. but of 
mor. III those Joba went to men." SImi, out pf I 
.... leulum thot pn>bobIy ....... would ho .. led tv 
her 10111 ... up Ihop In .I.w __ • 104 ... 
00 .... noduoted , ..... Lynchbu .. CoI'- In I!ISO 
with. double molor In E ... II .... 

The ... t _"",I ,.an found her 'eomlnK hllh 
ochoolln Charloltes.m •. where her h .... nd.llr. 
H. foc:bon 00 .... WI. nn'''''n,. Ph.D. In hillory. 
"I hod 1ft Enallth bocla_nd .... of ......... I 
t.Ulh, hlotory." .... chuc:kled .......... __ the wwy 
lhey did Ihlnp bodt then." While In CharloIt .. · 
ville. M ... Doni bepn """"'" _ .......... or·. 
d"lt .... In ed_lion. .Ilendlnl nlshl ."~ oum_ 
ochooI "'- .t lhe Un/ ..... ty of VI,,'nll. She 
• nd her huobond lloon .......... to Willi .......... . 
where .... ~ her ........ ot tho r.ol .... ., 

Wlllhu .. Ind Mo" In lhe lUll ........ or 1ft1W. 
Talkh1R abuut the ..... nonIQUI cinelli ..... 10 ... ta 

law lehoul. Mrs. DlrSl ... 1 ..... "1 ... ,...nftl"l 
oul or IhlnA' 10 do. I l..,. _ 01 thlt ." ...... , ... 
Ihn I.w IIe'MIDI and. lit their ........ "'" I went 
over one tOri." Ifternoon 10 'I'" to • .,..... o.n 
WQOC.tb,ld,e. I Mdn' ....... the lAw SrfwJoI 
Admlll.ion Tell. or ..... out ... appl."..ton or 
.nvlhln". IMJ I \\-ent ova 10 _ Ir I covt-t t.ke. 
cnUpln of .'-ct ..... In _ whol H _ II .... I 
1.lkOO 10 'he Ikon •• 1Id he .............. , ... hot ..", n' hotckRIOI.nd did I ho ....... whe' kind of 
\\'ork I'd donn In tchoal .nd , .... IOIt "'thl",. 
t· ... olly he Mid he'd "'" ... up lor • ~," _ of 
COt ........ nd If I nun ........ , .., ..".,....1 ..... thot 
....... Id I .. tho':' She I •• ""' ........... hod. "RI,h, 
.R .. Chrl.l .... I ..... 011""'" .... """"""'p." 

Mn. llattl: w .. one of two .......... ........ 
M.nlNllI.W,lhe In the r.1I of 1 .... ., the find of 
that year ahe w .. the only women In ..... d_. 
The woman who .tarted wllh her did fWIC com,.... 
her "W dea .... She ... Mitered on It. "nat 
dloconllnued .. three.nd t_" combI ......... _ 
_rom-th ... ,.... of undertlnd .... rot .... . 
Ih .... yea" of "W achool-.nd_ .... '1y found 
low achool .1 'hot lundu ........ dlnlc ... then .... 
had Inllclpeled. There went • rew 01 ..... WOIMII 
who anended M.n ... U-W,. ... durlnl I,," ...... 
Mn:. DanI wlS lhere. One now pnctl(:pot "W let 
Norlollt. Anothnr wom ... Mn. o.nt .. n ......... 
"w ... Sweet Briar ........ 8 •• nd .... did.', w.nt 
10 telch IICItOOI.·' 10 .he completed I MMII ... ·• In 
Law .nd T.ullon. Ind ,","I on to won at lhe 
"Sorvlce." Mn. Do ........ knew Julie W'III •.• 
' .... I·' .... '·lIfIIndd •• ,hler oflohn _.11. 104 •. 
Willi •• "ended Mo ..... II·Wythe not 10 ..... to 
proctlce I.w. bu, "for lhe men,.1 d ....... , ... ..... 
Inlnln,olld bocla .... nd ... _ pi _ 10_ 
Ih. SI.,. Deportllllllll ................ _kina 
there .hortl, I'ler racelvlna her .......... . 

M n. Do ... ·.) ..... 01 MonhoII·Wyt'" - welt-
'pont. Eorl)' ................ w .... 1_ ochooI 

II .11 ........ "1 ......... tv "'"trull, "' ..... ,nd • 
poot In cI ..... 1_ldnl ... coiled 011 ....... _1 
dldnl kmw whot _ ......... I t ......... l'd 
............... h ..... _toldna tho._,..., 
• 'orel,n "::rUG'" without ........ I'" fInIll dido' 
nnd our uoll obout "...., ..... ' .... ~ .r. w .. n mlud up. I ... " ThaI ... ... 
common , .. lInl 01 aonf .. 1on yIoIded ... _ 
order 'n the door u ............ , •• ., .... 1ow ....." 
(If .......... erruneoaoIy, oItrlbuted ID""""'" 01 
law .... lew quollt,. The ... 1r ........ _Ihot 
there WH no II. review. 

Bul Doo. WoocIbrIoIp _ .... _ In _.p. 
loldon opportunl/y. "Ilhlnl lho Doon O'IIIM up 
with lhe I .... of ... rtl .. tho lew _ .......... 
WII 1 .. ...-.. wllh lhe fed thoIl '*"" _ 
eceopIoiIIy ........ _ 01 tho Glher ........ 
_Idnl. Of .... _ , hod ..., Intlloh ....,.....,nd. 
.1Id ot ......... Id pal. whale _ ........ . 
h ... loboklndof ..... __ .......... _ 

• brillion! IIudonL Ho'd _ID V.P.L. """_ 

,00r whllG he "'M Ih .. lhe. made hint t"'~ 
I .... hftll" En.llth .• nd 8ft. rour " ..... ,.f .hI. they 
tillally let him qr ....... Thnn he camP In "W 
.......... nd lhe u..n ....... h'm ,ol. , ...... ..... 
EnSIl.h ." .... CoI,-............ 1 ...... _n', 
pi", to let him Iradue'. 'rom I.,,· sc:h".,11tftd not 
w"l1 lilY bolter thon he d'd. NIOw. 'hoi...,. ....." 
It .., aua:eafut It .. took hah,...n .. tilth for 
nyo , __ -.nd .11 ....... he kept .,.1 .. he'd ..... 
... hi ..... ' • load _.-y!" 

Iloon W ............. _led on M,.. Ila..o ..... _ 
of bar r:t.UIMftls II~ IIUIy a ... dtdalet In hMcI thtt 
.KUfnt:l 01 lIartln. th., law "",Imv. ··Ur .... ..,.. Ulli 

Into his oIIlcolndlvlduolly ••• td ...... -n.I)-...... 
ubd UI If we ,,,ould dn It. Iltnt •• _ • hllnlUMl 
, • ..., 10 hi ... Iioid him I dldn't ho ... I1_ leo du •• 
I w .. too busy ''11 .. 10 _ ............. , .. /Thh 
''''''' lhe _ ... ho _ 01 ,he hood '" .... "'-., 
..But I hod ....... lheIr _It'''_lp~ ........ 

Doni .nd her 1Ind", .. oI.n nI ... ,_ .-
fund ......... ph ....... In ...... nl' ,. ""'" 
publlcoU .... 011 the ...... nd. "We ............ wI.h 
.... hl ............ 1_. """"",.helow _. nI 
He ........ he Un' .... ,/y of V""'nll .• 1Id _hi .. 
..... 10 obvloully lhe 'Kt we pi 0ftG ,.., at In 
_Ihe molor .... ,~t.··One __ _ 

'hili rtf obI.I"'ft .. lIudent: .... "' .... u .. 1IhIe Inr 
puh/Icotlon. ''Tho ..... ...." ho .. _ ... 'n .... ot 
lhe IIw. but .... ,. aI.hem .... nail nil'" ... rI ..... 
W."d ~ I .,... .... Ide. Ind then hi ... 1ft re-wtll. 
II. 01 cou .... lhey w ......... n .. bod .. tho hoy 
who ""'" t.kl .... fnohn ... Ett!IIiIh!" 

Thll Io.rdle ............ Mrs. Dor.'" ... "'" 11m 
hod .. lr ............. "The _lei "'"_ 
lhe _ '_III"" ..... al II. W. hod •• _ 
pn>bIom ....... lhey paI....-y'., .... M '"' ....... 
ond lhey _ tho chao.- prl ..... W..rl. tho 
_ ..... printer .... IIIIt"'"'"' W .......... .... 

howl .. 10 ""pili. tv him"" 10 ........ ho ., ..... 
A_tlr. the ",1_'. _ of ....... , .. _ 
., ..... nd ........ : th .. _ tho ..... puh/Icot ... ., oa,_ ho hod .... """""' .... Tho....-_ 
of CI_'. oIIcl ........... wll .............. . 
__ II _ .... (II)' 10 ClOt _.I\IIer • 

perIad" 1_ .. InoInodlon 10 .... ,..-.Iho .....,-_ .... , ............ ---
0110 "In ouc:h _ ....... Ihot we hod In ....... 
Ind ..... Ind .. ",'n. Two" _.,... lho_ _ pun"" tho IhIn'Itock .................. 1ft tho ..... _. ___ oddtt_ .. _ 

wllh the prI_ who _I. _Iho "-
bId." I\IIer thoI_ ed ..... th ..... __ 
_. Tho"w _ otoII hod ........ MIl 
....... ... ID ""'" r-. ............... -iIIIlD ...... tho.,,- ..... _ ....... _ 
-.d 1110 Iaot. .. 

A lido , ...... her 1 .... 1 ...... trt ....... with .... ..._.Mrs. ___ ...., 
_I __ II t.IorohoIl.w,the. 1Ioco_ .... . 
....... ........... oIher __ ........ .... 
"lrIed Io ..... t ...... .........., __ 

...... , ....... '-----



\'l.AW,OFFICE 
I John Lee Darst 

8:00 In 5:00 Mond.y through Friday. I had 8 place 
In Ihn library whore they let me keep my boob. 10 

I really didn't talte them home execl" durlnR 
exami.'· And some thins. never ch8nR~. One 
semester Darst \Ypn', able to devote e_n elahl 
hours a day to law school. As • result. ~he 
regularly missed her afternoon class. "Somebody 
Rave me Ihe noles from Iha' class. I ma,h, an A In 
the coune. so I did belief In Ihill thin In tome of 
the ones I went to." 

DurlnR the aprins semesler of her I8N1nd yea,. 
Mrs. Darst broke her forly houri per w-k. mglmen 
In honor the Impending ber exam. "'n my era the 
sludenls look the bar 811he end of Ihelr second 
year. That was so you could nURk. IIlhnte Umes 
Rnd slill be able to pr8f'.IICft once you p:nI out" In 
morked cont,asl to the despalrlnR lren,." of third 
year sludents thCH day. was l)arst', enlm and 
ralional approach to thl. challenp. ". moUnuoo 
to lelve my books In lhe law library, bu, I apollt 
IWfJ hours reading the bar notes (8 Irulv venerable 
Inslilullon. every nlRhl for three monlh .. before the 
bar. When I ROI ready 10 like the bar. On.n 
Woodbridge said. 'Oh. you're 80lng 10 he .11 rlAhl. 
Don" worry about It.' I Hid, 'I know I'", gotnA to 
he .11 rilh •. because my eyes CIIn'f sland to 80 
throulh thOlB bar notes one more lime If I don 1 
pass it Ihls limo. I'm nf!Vr.r golnl beck. lind I'm nol 
going 10 flnlsh law school. and I'm neYt'!r 8OInlio 
do ony1hJns U I don" pus It the nnt time.' Dean 
Woodbridge Ihoughllhll WIS Ihe wron. IlIiI.d.:· 
No! ourprlolnlly. Mn. DonI ........ I'" har on !he 
Ursl l.klnA. 

"I've sat her8; all these years. hearing 
rumors ... and now you call. 

.. 

Oespllo hlltr achlevenMtnts and sur.cmJ In law 
school. Oarsl was by no mP.8na alllttmd or lin M'y 
IImf! of thlnp once she ,r.dualed. "1 ...... lIy dldn, 
think I WRS golnllo pracUQt law." Annther 
enSA"lna laugh. '" alway. told the bor" , "' .. In 
I.w school for inlellectuwl onlert.lnme"'. and that 
used 10 make thorn kilid of anlry." Lew. or cour •• 
was "nlther her nnl nor her m.~lI' Inl"""". "If I 
could have Botten. Ph.D. In EnlUsh h..,., .1 
William and Mary •• probably would hllVe sane 
Ih.t roule. Bul I hAd lone as far .. I could 10 .• nd 
law wa, the only thin, al the time they nffend 
Ihat I could tako and keep ,1olrll 10 tch""I." 

H iving chOlOn the study of law. howttV8f. 01,.. 
fully Intended to make use of It. Sh" learned 

fairly quickly Iha •• he would have to II" It alone. 
"Nobody oIl.rod m •• job. They·d.".... In end My 
Ihey wanled 10 Inlevlew the ten lop Mu.tenl' In 
(he clRSlI. The Dr.a" would ..... Ihem. Wf"II. what 
about fI ttlrl. and Ihey'd say no, and I~ Deen 
would rome and apoloslze 10 me. Top "raduat., In 
my class. and nobody wanted me. That' .. how bad 
things were." None of thlll wu really Inn much of 
a surprj_to Mrs. Darst. "Oon', forg.,.. I'd tau,hl 
school at a lime when women made ... money 
Ihln men. I'd ...... lhe .... d oIlhe d"",,"menl. 
makln,l ... money than the men under me. So. 
you .... I'd .I ...... y h.d Ihl ••• porl ...... :· 
Mor8Qver, the .'lIIude of the fll1ftl; whn refu'" 10 
consider her for employment W8I Immhlenlly 
comprehensible to Ihls woman. ·'An all mal. nrm 
would nther have men. They can play r .... d. and 
conduct Ihelr business at the same Um ... espeelell, 
In. Iinl. 'own. I con _Ihal:' She ... 11 ..... _ 

This is just hilarious." 

In IhI! "lid!d of "Of dlfticuilies. IhRllhNf! were 
Ihose .Im hod" mut:h harder IIn~ uf ,hinK'_ "My 
linm hp.~ ROP.' hack to I .... en when Ih. court h. 
10 on"'r lha local bonk 10 hi ... blod ..... sun. And 
the bank's .... wer was. 'CI" u •• lit'''' lime ·tII we 
can find someone.' and they wenl out ra"d hnnrf· 
pkk,." one of lhe nfanll, one of I .... brl.hte!ll. one 
of Ihe motI Cllpoble. and mo.t anylhln, ... bI.d. 
WOmen-II a ahowpfec:e.·· 

Darst ",a" nol enUrelv locked oul of the world 01 
law·relaled employ""'; .. She recelVPd "nveral 
ollors from legal publlshlnl firms in NfOW York. 
and a number of the .... 1 fI,,", were Innre th.n 
wllllnR 10 hire her as a lfV8Iary IproIMhI,. flndln. 
Ihemselvel In the ...... boat u the 11"",",1 who 
bill 'aklnl fmshn_" r.n,lIlhl. The oprnrtunll, 01 
de .... lnlll for a ,uAla on Ihe VI,..lrtla S,,",,","," 
Court als., caine her way. bul I"" ........ "1 nI .... 
loh C:onmded "'1." her dr.sl ... to spend lime In 
Wlillamsbura .·Ith her hubMMt. "Thai wou\d 
have boen a lremendous expt!'I'tente_ n... way 1 
orlRlnan,. envl.lolted 11M! fob I would tutve entnyed 
II very much-dolnl ...,.rch Ih ... ~ • ,""",In 
Wllli.msbura and spendlRJIlwo daYI •• eel In 
Richmond. But .t that lime the Sup"""", Court 
",p·Ropped-1f 'hey nfl8ded ~ I".tt In 
Staunlon when lhe Cour1 III divided, .'1V of the 
Jusllces r.ould ant taqed to 110· So he ", .. nled .. 
10 be not only a t.,y clerk.. but a lIICtef,.ry and 
Iraveiling companion a. well: he wanl .... 
IOmobod)' wllh him an the time 10 dl.,.., ..... 1 
points. make not8l. and do lhe rcsaarr.h 
essentiaU,. wort'n. 1Il10',,1 .. to IcMll1Q1tn hour. a 
day. I was not a' lhal lime pnllo RUI.ft Ih., kind 
01 commilmonl. II I had -. oIn.le. I mlRh. 
have." 

So Urs. 0.,.1 Iftl nul nn her Qwn. She Ilpf!tIf"d 
hr.r la", office In the ran nr 1M' af'"r ,radualln, 
from I.w school .nd "llIInl whit she '",med "Ihe 
nrst case of the Aslalk: nu. Of whlc~ varlely 
was .round ellhal time." She well ...,..,.,..ben ..... 
bo.1 wllh lhe na. po"Ieu""ly linee II •• pI her 
from "solnl up 10 Richmond with lhe MYS to he 
presented 10 tho Court." AI • IOte pnrtIUoner-. 
Mrs. Dertt didn't experience qulle the ..... e lM:k of . 
concern lhat .tm heel encounlered In .,.klnl • lob. 
"Everybody would Itlv. me lhelr unw..-Icd work 
10 I."" care of. 8uI I alto plded up •• mmber or 
clients on my own. who "'va ".yed wllh me ..... 
Iinee Ihat nrst ) .... 01 practice." 5I:.ltl .. _ from 
scratch. she .... don. quhe well. and nnw owns 
lhe buildlnl In which her oIlk:e I ...... nd. 

Th8I'. not quit. trun. John 1_ o.nI dldn't start 
enUrely from .::retch. She did have t .... ffet,,· 
mlnallon and IntelitRonce and eblIU, Ih .. hMI 
en.bled her 10 .ua:eed II wha ... • ...... had 181 h. 
hand 10 up anlll lhal poInl. And .ha ..... 0 _.n 
perspecil .. lhal h. oIood her In """" .. .... 
Ihroulhoul. "1','8 come up the who" ""tie, with 
I'" philosophy lhal you do ~'hII yo ..... ..,1 .. 10 
do. ond you do II qulilly ond ...... ""'..ty •• ..t­
.nor. whlle-__ will IIXOpI II:' 


