by Jean B, Wyant

ast spring. Tonl Massaro became Editor-in.

Chiel of tho William and Mory Law Heview.
Sho was widely congratulstod. not only for
schieving the position, but slso for beine the first
womah lo do s in the twenty-odd yenr history of
the publication. A few weeks after ail tha
hullabaloo, Toni mentioned to me that she knew
somebocdy who knew someone who inststed thet
the first editor of the law review had, in fect, boen
& woman,

The first editor of the law review woe a womaen.
Her name is john Lee Darst. That being her name,
hence the name that appears on the editoris)
slafl page on the first volume of the law review, it
Is not surprising that students or fnculty wha came
to Marshall-Wythe sfter 1970 might have assumen
that the first edilor was & male student One must
romember, howsver, that this is Virginia, where s
name such as “Carter™ or “Hampton* might as
eosily signify a \wvornan as 8 man. * ‘joanna Lee’ s
the name that appears on my birth certificate,”
Mrs. Darst said. cbviously amused at mv
assumption that "john Lee" was her husband'’s
name. “bul | don’t remember ever having boen
catled -nylhlng other than 'lohn Les’. And that's
who 1 am."” Cartainly, stranger things have
happened in this state.

Mrs. john Lec Darst. nde Joht {or Joenna) Lee
Giles. practices law In Willlamaburg, s« she has
since graduating from Marshall-Wythe in 1952,
She was delighted at the thought of baing
discovered. “I've sal here sl these year«. hooring
rumors from time to time of some student or other
bucoming the first woman editor of the law
raview. and now you call. This is just bilarious.”
A comf . easy-going woman, Mra Darst
welcomed me Inlo her spacious law ofMce for an
interview.

John Lee Darsi grew up in Lynchbure. 1 came
from an interesting (amily. We were all gitls. end
we were sll upoclod to do something. he
something.” So she did, and she is. While still in
high school, she worked as a librarian. When she
ontered Lynchburg Col)ogo she was all set to go
into Library Sclence. *'Someone thoughifully
stenred mw away from thet. They knew | hed the
caliber to head a library ot a big university, but of
course all those jube went to men.” Sefely out of &
curriculum thet probebly never would have lod to
her setting up shop in e law review office, Mrs,
Darst gradusied from Lynchburg Collepn in 1950
with a donble major in English.

The next sevcral yoars found her tearhing high
school in Charlottesville. where her huiand. Dr.
H. lackson Darst. was finishing a Ph.D. In hllory.
1 had an E‘.ngllsh background. 20, of cvirse, |
taught history,." she chuckled. "“That was the way
they did things back then.” Whils in Charloltes-
ville. Mra. Darst began working toward a master's
degree in education, attending night snd summer
schouol classes sl the University of Virginia. She
and her husbend then d to Willlamsb
where she completed her degres at the Collegs of
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William and Mary in the sutnmor of 1984,

Talklng about the monaenious decision (o go to
law school, Mrs. Derst recalled, “1 was running
oul of things lo do. | knew some of the students st
the law school and. at their suggestion. | went
over ong Friday afternoon to talk o then Dean
Woodtwidge. | hadn taken the Law School
Admission Test. or made out an spplicsion or
anything. so | went over lo see I | coul Iake s
coupln of classcs, just to see what i wae like. |
talked to the Desn, and he asked me, wall, what
sort of background did | have and whet kind of
work 1'd donn in school and that sort of thing,
Finally he said he'd sign me up for a fell load of
courses, and If 1 Aunked oul by Thankselving, that
would bo thet.” She paused. and laughed. “Right
aftor Christmas they offerad me a acholarship.”

Mrs. Darst was one of two women entering
Marshall-Wythe in the [al! of 1954. By the and of
that year she was the only womean in her clees.
The woman who staried with her did net complate
her law degres. She had enterad on the sirve
discontinued "three snd three™ combinnd degres
program—three yours of undderginduste rollege,
three years of law school—and spparently found
law school st that junclure more difficn!t than she
had anticipsied. There wers a lew other women
who stiended Marshall-Wythe during the time
Mrs. Darst wes there. One now practloes law in
Nortolk. Anothor woman, Mrs, Derst exnisined,
“was a Swoet Briar graduste. and she didn’t want
to teach scliool.” so she compleiod & Master's in
Law and Taxation, and wenl on to work at the
“Service.” Mrs. Darst slso knew julla Willis. o
groat-great-granddaughter of john Marrhell. Ms.
Willis sttenided Marshall-Wythe not In neder to
practice law, but “'for the mental discipline and
Iraining and background.” Her goal was to enter
the State Depariment. and she bogen warking
there shortly after receiving her law deeres.

rs. Darst’s yesrs ot Marshall-Wythe weore well-

spent. Early on, she leamed whal law school
is oll about. *'l managed to skilifulty siv hehind &
post In class 30 | wouldn gol called on. bacauss |
didn't know what was going on. | thoueht I'd
made a mistaka and was isking the second year of
a loroign languoge without laking the firsi! I dldll'l
find out until sbout ‘l‘lluhglvul' thet mybdy
else was a3 mixed up as | wes.” Thet eather
commaon [eeling of confusion yielded In short
mdm!nlheckmmu]uﬂuﬂln'dlhlnvuuuy
law review quslity. The only problem was thet
there was no law review.

Bul Doan W. wundmhu--pl
goldens opportunity. I think the Desn ~ame up
with the ides of starting the law review because he
was Im| with the fect thet | could write

y, and 30 many of the other students
couldn't. Umuru.lhd my English hackground,
and at least could put & whole sentence together.
1t got 10 be kind of a joke sbowt ane bov. who wes
# brillient student. He'd gone 10 V.P.L. snd every

yosr whilo he was there they made him ke
frashman English, and sflar lour vaars of Ihis they
fimalty let bim graduste. Thon he come to law
schonl and the Dean mede him take freshman
English at tha College. because he just wasn't
going to let him graduate from law schanl and not
writle any hllcr Ih-n he did. Now, the! hoy todey

I very 1 Hn took frest Enulizh for
five yoers—snul all along he kept seyine he'd jus
get himsetl a good secretery!™

Dean Wi setiled on Mrs. Darst and one
of hoe cl e likoly lidntes wn hoad the
project of starting the lew review. “He eallod us

iwio his oflice individaally, snd then fintly. and
axked us If we would do i, slmust a3 & nersonal
favor 1o him. 1 old him | didn’t have time 1o do W,
1 was too busy Irying to pess law schood®™ [This
fmnllnwmnwhomutlwhm!dlm;.h-‘l

Mlhudhhnllnlrnwﬂlnddu-hiﬂ.

Dord md |m nndgllng ltoll of kix (nend asverel
R the new

oﬂlhe “We sterierd nut with
nolhlng o5 guidelines. except the lw reviews of
Harverd. the University of Virginia. and something
alse. s0 obviously the fact we gnl one mi ot -II
wag (he major achi
that of obtaini ) m-lml-l el lnl'
publication. “The bavs may heve boen beilliant at
the law, but many of them ware not Nuid writers,
Wa'd get a good article, and thon hawn in re-write
W. Of coursa, lheywmnoulluhdnhby
who taking freshman English!"

This hurdie overcome. M. Darsl’s wons still
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problem because (hey put everyvihing oot on bids,
snd they took the chespest prinier. Well, the

. cheapest printer was itliterste. We ended up

having o explain to him how o set up the type.”
Apparently. the printer's srea of experiice was
signs and posters; this wee ﬂ- frst publication of

sny soct he had ever

ulﬂylh'imivdlmhhhw-n

I “In such poor shape that we hed tn re-edit
ond ro-set and o again. Two of us spevt the entire
summer putling the thing back tngether agein. 3o,
in the long run, we ran into sdditional axponse
wihih the printer who came in with the lhwest
bid.”" Aler that first edition things wer» much
caslor. The law review siall hed & petteen and
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8:00 to 5:00 Monday through Friday. [ had s place
in tha library where they let me keep my hooks. so
1 really didn’t take them homie except during
exsms.” And some things never change. One
semester Darst wasn't able to devole even eight
hours a day to law school. As a result. <he
regularly missed her afternoon class. “Somebody
gave me the noles from that class. | mada an A in
the course. so 1 did better in that then in some of
the ones [ went lo.”

During the spring semesier of her sernnd year.
Mrs. Darst broke her fotly hours per wenk regimen
in honor the impending bar exam. *'In my ers the
studenls took tha bar al the end of their second
year. That was so you could flunk it three times
and still be ablo 1o practice once you gt out.” In
marked contrasi to the despairing frenyv of third
year students these days was Darst's calm and

ional approach to this chaltenge. “1 roatinued
1o leava my books in the law Hbrary, bin | spent
two hours reading the ber notes (s trulv venerable
institulion) every night for three month« before the
bar. When | got ready to lake the bar, Tnan
Woodbridge said. ‘Oh. you're going 10 he all right.
Don‘t worry about it.’ I said. 1 know I'm going to
be all righl, because my eyes can’t stand to go
through those bar notes one more time. If | dont
pass it this time, I'm never going back. and I'm not
going lo finish law school. and I'm never going to
do anything 1f £ don't pass it the first time.” Dean
Woodbridge thought thet was the wrone attitude.”
Not surprisingly, Mrs. Dazsi passed the har on the
first taking.
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“I've sat here all these years, hearing

rumors . . . and now you call.
This is just hilarious.”

Desplie her achie ts and in law
school, Darst was by no means assurod of an eesy
time of things once she graduated. I really didn
think [ was going to practicn law.” Ancther
engaging laugh. ‘1 always told the boy< | was in
law school for intetlectunl entertainment. and that
used $o make thom kind of angry.” Law_ of coutse.
was naither her first nor her major intersst. “I( 1
could have gotten a Ph.D). in English here at
William and Mary, | probably would have gone
that route, But | had gone as far a3 | conld go. and
law was the only thing at the time they offered
that [ could take and keep going to schonl.”

aving chosen the study of law, howsver. Derst

fully intended to make use of it. She learned
fairly quickly that she would have to gn it elone.
*Nobody offered me 8 job. They'd come in and say
they wanled to inteview the ten lop stindents in
the class. The Dean would ask them, well, whet
sbout a gisl, and they'd say no, and the Deen
would come and 2pologize to me. Top sraduate in
tmy class, and nobody wanted me. That's how bad
things were.” None of this was really ino much of
a surprise io Mrs. Darst. "'Don't forgel. 1'd teught
school al a time when women made lexe money
than men. I'd been the head of the department,
making less money than the men under me. So.
you see, I'd aiready had this expetience.”
Moreover, the attitude of the firms whn refused to
consider her for employment was imminently
comprehensible to this *An all male fiem
would rather have men. They can play rards and
conduct their business at the ssme time. especially
in a little town. | can ses thel.” Sha reslized, loo,

In the midst of hor difficuities, that therm were
those who had a much harder time of things. "My

. timw here goes back to the era when the court had

to ortler the Jocal benk 1o hire & bleck prison. And
the bank's answer was, ‘Give us a kit time ‘1il we
can lind someone.’ and they weni out nnd hand-
picked one of the nicest, one of the brichtest, one
of the most capable. and most anything alse blach
women—as & showpiece.”

Darst was not entirely locked out of the world of
law-reisted employmeni. She recelved wnvers]
ollers {rom legal publishing firms in New York,
and a number of the local firms were nwire than
willing 10 hire het as a sacretary (probhly finding
themselves in the sume boat as the student who
kept iaking freshman English). The opportunity of
clerking for & Justice on the Virginia Sunveme
Court alsn came her way, but the demands of the
job conflicted with her desire 1o spend time In
Williamsburg with her hushand, “The would
have baen 8 tremendous experisnce. Tha wey |
originally envisioned the job | would have enjoyed
it very much—doing resoarch throe deve » woek in
Williamsburg snd spanding two days » week in
Richmond. Bul at that time the Suprems Court
flip-flopped—if they needed tn sH in
Steunton when the Court sat divided. anv of the
Justicos could get tagged to go. So he wanied me
to be not only & law clerk. but s secretarv and
traveiling companion as well: he wanied
somcbody with him all the time to discius legel
points, make notes, snd do the resoarch
easentially working twelve to lourtcen hours o
day. | was not a1 thal time going to makn that kind
of commilment. I t had been single, ! might
have.”

50 Mrs. Daest 2ot out on her own. She apened
her lsw office in the fall of 1957 after graduating
from law school and hattling what she termed “the
lirst case ol the Asiatic flu, oe whichever variaty
was araund st that time.” $he well remembers thet
bout with the flu, particularly since it kept her
from “going up to Richmond with the boys 10 be
presenied io the Court.” As s sole prertitioner,
Mrs. Darsi didn't experience quite the esme Iack of .
concern thet she had encountered in seeking a job.
“Everybody would give me their unwented work
to take care of. But | siso picked up a nimber of
clients on my own, who have stayed with me ever
since that first year of practice.” Steding from
scratch, she has done quite well. and nnw owns
the bullding In which her office is locaind.

That’s not quite trun, john Lee Darst didn’t start
enlirely from scratch. She did heve the defer-
mination snd intelligence and sbility thmt had
enabled her (o succeed at whatever she had set her
hand 1o up until thet point. And she hni s cortain
perspective that has siood her in good ~inad
throughout. “1've come up the whole rmile. with
the philosophy that you do what you're eoing to
do, and you do it quietly and unobtrusively, snd—
after & while—people will sccept it.”




