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Brad King spent last summer in San Francisco clerking for Gay Rights Advocates.

by Jon Bradley King

1. The law displays s unique solicitude for its
scolytes: In no other discipline are uninitiates pre-
sented with the opportunity to gain experioncs In
I'::;r :lélum career by workln; a summer withe lull

clerking not only oﬂeu |m|¢hl into the workings ur
law in the so-called “res! world,” but also
engenders a dilferent perspeciive on the value of
scademic life. 1t aliows one lo glory In the sublime
and the absurd. In no other situstion would one feel
a rapture of professions] pride upon correcting the
citation error of & firm’s partner. The axperiences of
my colleagues over this past summer reveal that this
situstion also brings out the best snd worst in
sttorneys. Some former clerks have contended that
Dante's muse failed him when he placed Judas in
Salan’s jaws Instesd of at his desk s3 s clerk. How-
ever, the majority felt that they estublished that
lewyers were human, “with warts and oll " possess-
ing prolessionalism they sought lo

My own experience s3 & summer clerk Ieﬂ me
with a mixture of emoti;

(o the grindsione of academic nnduvor. prlr]u in l
fob well done, and sad ind
and respecied sttomeys. Many clorks no doubt
experience a stmilar sense of fulfiliment and Juss.
lHowever, my own summer was distinctive from the
lltl‘ldl!‘d clerking experience: I worked for a public
t law firm dedicated to securing the rights of
gey people.

Employment, Hke romance, often tuths up most
unaxpectedly. During the holiday bresk after my
first semester in law school { began o plan for my
summer. Although not expecting to secure a law-
telated job, | hoped to find employment that pre-
pared me In some wey for a lcgul career. During @
visit to the site of my und dies. Indl
University, I read a copy of The Advocate. Those not
familiar with- that tablold may have difficulty
believing that a periodical in some ways similar to
Rolling Stone exists solely to sarve the needs of gay
persons. One news report in thal issue sialed that
Gay Rights Ad a San Francisco law firm, had
received a grant from the Playboy Foundation, and
hoped to expand its data collection service nnd
provide better rep lon to the gay
Gay Rights Advocates Is engaged In a wide vorluy
of ltigation in severs] steies. The situation seemed
extraordinarily atiractive, for here war e law Hrm
specializing in & subject 1 had bl
in, in a city renowned for its beauty end excltement,
and eof least a prospect of employment. 1
Immedlalnly wroh GRA a Iellar menllonlnl m

Miaml ([hdl Cmmty) ey rights Moundum.

One day in January, | discovered thelr response in
my mailbox. With hesitancy snd dotermined
pessimism | openied the letler. 1 wes overjoyed to
learn that they were ssking me, sans Interview, to
work for them as a clerk that summer. They
Indicated, however, that they could nol pay a salesy.
This development gave me pause: I realizad that San
Francisco was more expensive than many clties, snd
Ihll gnthorlng funds might be a difficulty. However,

of the firm exp i his willing to
hoard me for « week or two until I found sccomme-
dations in the city.

Summer of '79

At the end of the spring semester, I returned {0 my
parents’ house to begin marshalling my resources, |
painted a house for a few hundred dollars, worked
in my grendfather's business and soon had enough
money to make the move west. | srranged my sirline
flight, and prepared to arrive In San Francisco on
May 22.

2. Asl mlde my phm a slorm was brewing in
San F On N ber 27, 1978, Mayor
Goorge M a lbers c lo gay con-
cerns, and City Supervisor Ilnrv-y Mllk Snn Fun-
cisco's first openly gay official, were

then entared a row of supervisor's offices and met
Harvey Milk, He asked to speak with Milk privately.
‘They stepped into White's old office, and moments
Iater, wﬁlle drew his gun again, and killed the
Supervisor.

Tha all too famillar vigneites from recent history
followed: the glaring newspaper headlines;
shocked, teatful faces. the sccused assassin led
before the television kleig lights; the Mag-drapod
coffing in the rolunds; the processions of mourners;
Joan Baez singing the dirgen. A city, horrified by the
Puoplh s Temple iragedy only lwo weeks before, was

in City Hell. Dan White, s conservative, homophobic
City Supervisor, had resigned his position » week
before to devote his lon to his busi
Shortly afierwards, he fdered his decisi
and sought to persusde Mayor Moscone lo re-
appoint him. Moscone, on the advice of Milk and
some residents of White’s district, refused end
plenned to name another individusl lo the post.
White entered City Hall through a besement
wlndow on lhe moming of the 27th, thereby
security 1 at the
entrances. He entcred the Mayon office and
domanded to see him: Moscone did, but reaffiemed
his  decish not lo ppoint Whis. The ex-

Supervisor thersupon drew a gun and shot the
Mayor 10 death. He fled down the corridor and
paused in s restroom to relosd his wespon. While

d with shame snd grief,

Throughout the winter the trinl of Dan White wore
on, The jury was no doubt fascinated by the defonse
presented for White’s acts. Pleading “diminished
capacily,” White's lawyers claimed that he
commitied the murders while under the influence of
Twinkies. They put forth the view, with perfect
solemnity, thet the Supervisor's junk food binges
had led to a chemical imbalance that affccied his
ments! state. The prosecution introduced Injo
evidence a chilling taped confession in which White

d, withow! apy resnorse, his murder of
Moncone snd Milk. The lstter, ha said, deserved lo
die because *He smirked a1 me.” Only when White
mentioned his family, ||Il business, and his pollliun
of trust In the y did he display 2 tack of
composure, White, a l'ormel police officer, sought
the sympathy of his one-time collesgues for his acts;
some obsarvers claimed during the trial that he was
receiving it. In early May, the Jury began to
deliberaln on the fate of Den White.

Un May 21, the verdict came in. The jury had
bought the *Twinkle Dul'ense" and found Wlmo
guilty of vol y ghter. His panally was
Iater set ot the 1 tble unclor the
seven years and nlghl months, with a possibility lor

) in five, To i the fuzy this aroused in
the gay communlty one must meke comparisons to
recent assassinalions in American hislory. We
remember the widespread destruction that followed
the desth of Mariin Luther King, Jr. Could one
imagine the rioling thal would have followed »
similar senience for James Earl Ray? Can we

comprehend the oulrege that would have enveloped
the courts had Lee Harvey Oswald or Sirhan Sirhan
received seven years in prison for thelr sctions? {
do not claim thal the leniency of the jury justifies
whal lollowed:; { do contend that it makes the oul-

pouring of anger comprehensible.
That evening, & protest began on Castro Streel, the
contet of San Francisco's gay fiy. Five

thousand marchers bugan to move slong Merkel
Street loward City Hall; as they did so, thelr movd
grew uglier. Spray paint graffitl made Hs appoar.
ance: *'Death to Dan White,” “Eat 8 Twinkie, Kill a
Cop!” When the protestors reached City Hall,
violence broke out. The windows of Chy Hal) were
smashed, a dozen police cars were set sfire and
burnred eerily in the night. Mayor Dians Felnsigin
was unsble (0 calm the crowd.

Shortly afterwards, the police vented thair rage.
Claiming to pursue a rock-throwing protestor, »
dozen officers entered the Elephant Walk, n gay bar
on Castro Street, They brandished thelr nightsticks,
end proceeded to smaesh heads. Seven patrons and
two waiters were injured. One hapless eplieptic




crossing a nearby strootcornor was beston in the
nihiat of a solzure. in all, 140 porsons wers hutt in
the rioting that night.

Back in Indiana, | walched the events unfold on
telavision s | packed. | thovght “My God, what
kind of lunatic agylum am | getting inlo?™

3. On May 23rd, | walked up a Night of steep stalrs
to the office and met Judy. a busy receptionist. She
showed me into the office of Donald Knutson, the
Execulive Ditector of Gay Rights Advacates. Don
was engaged In a flurry of activily. spesking with s
client, and answering the Insisient ringing of the
elephone. When a pause came ln hia work, ha Intro-
duced himsell end the other members of the Mrm

despite the patnnge ol y-n. Noi hasolged by
tourists, It where almoet
evarything of inlerest h wnhlu walking disiance.
Chinatown b just two blocks sway. Owe night
mlumlnghomel ? h e
of

que sspect
m In Sen F In no other
city did clorks heme by ot
A sttt more difficult wask lay ahoad: finding o
part-time job thal provided enough money for me te
survive In Sen Francisco, yel sllowed me to devnte
significant time lo my work with CRA. Evoniusily |
took 8 posllion ss secretary lo the head of the
Roproduction Dopsriment of SO0 Ol Company.
The experience shaliored one decp-soslnd siereo-
type: 1 loarned o my surprisod delight thet oll com-
wore not monolithic. bruially officiont

The Nob Hill area Is stilt grand,
despite the passage of years.

who were p L. Don was a g te of the Unl-
versity of Minnesote Law School who had recently
concluded & toaching atint at a California law
school. The firm's Genersl Counsel. one of five other
stafl stiomeys, can best be described as a dynamic

ng altorney whose caustic wit could bring forth
r:: hter in the most harried moments. Tn addition,
thc firm had seversl other summer clerks and volun.
toers that | came to know snd love.

Gay Rights Advocates is dedicated to aiding gay
men and women acrass the netion In their struggle
to secure of protact their rights. 'I'he scope of thelr
activity is impressive: GRA is 1« to enforce the
gay rights ordi dopted In Houston, to over-
tum s new law In Oklahoma Ihul prohibited the
employment of gay people as schoolteachers. to en-
force San Francisco’s comprehensive -nll-employ~

business anlorprlnl. but instosd were plagued with
pelly p 1 conflicts. flens wuste. and pro-
rr;:llnulon fust llh m other company. Auyon-

o major grind 1o
hnltduchllnlmpllaﬂ-ﬁmudlm
repairmen would find &t difficult to retein the

irnditiona? view.

4. About this ime the Nirst major lagal svents of
the sumimer occursd, The case of Goy Law Students
Association v. Pocific Telephone and Telcgroph.
393 P.2d 392. was decided by the Caltiownls
Supreme Court on the same day thet Rs counterpent,
DeSontls v. Pocific Telephown ond Telegroph. No.
77-1108. (N.D. Cal. May 31. 1879). came down from
the U.S. District Court, The GLSA hed represonied 3
Mr. DeSantls. #n eiployes of PTAT who had boen
dismissed sfter his supervisors discovered his
h lity. A ly he had performed com-
polenﬂym!hnlubndwufhdnldydnhhb
sexual orlentstion, Gay Rights A

Understandahly, the doclsion was helled #s o
ﬂanlﬂfant victory for the gey rights movement,
Althovgh GRA had led the casn through iis Minst
woeks, our firm gave all cmdit W0 the GISA for
R: mﬂhvﬂum.lnhmnl‘umnal

d to ba s [ ble omen

Ilnmdd!llaluumﬂ
One Friday shomoon | decided In take & herak
from work on the pemphict and thowe Insldynus
Pocket Perta, | traveled 1o Marin Beach, ane of the
most bosutiful In northern Callfornie, While |
stworbed the resiorstive reys of the sswa and
marveled ot the crashing waves. 8 drama was wn-
folding that wes to conaume the remainder of my
mmmdmhblp and u:ml GRA inla baiile with Hn
USs.t fon Sorvice HNS).
c-rlmii.nahhm Michael Mason. were
proparing 0 loave thoit London home for a
two-week holiday in lh- United Ststes. Carl. on
wnlique doaler, to photograph the Sen
Dey Parade for Micheel's
m Gcer: Carl resched imto Micheet's
cked owl a sull aclet to wenr
onllnm'hl llldllllﬂnolln“thhpzlhue-
small lavender bution with the inscription “Gay

“Eat a Twinkie, 0% a Copl”

Pride 1989/1979." That tiny lepol pin proved to be
the catalyst for & summer of legel bettles over the
American imnigretion laws,

responsibility for the cese spproximately th
before the decitions wete hended down. e mon

ment discrimination lqw against
businesses, and to bring a libel suit aginst State
Senator john Briggs for his statements concerning a
political opponent during the vociferous debates on
California’s Proposition 8, a deleated version of the
Oklahoma fescher statute. We discussed my plans
for the summer, snd | received my first assignmonts.
1 took responsibility for compiling a pamphlet on
Gay People and the Family, and for wiiling &
memorsndum on the proper venue for the Briggs
suil. Later, | became the firm's librarian and grew to
abhot the sesmingly endlass perada of West Pockel
Parta.

With my responsibilities ef the office established,
I turhed my sltention to finding housing for the
summer. San Fr-m:lim Is not the eesiost place to

White's lawyers claimed that
he committed the murders
while under the influence of
Twinkies,

The Bistrici Court lollowed the precadent set forth
In a series of cases by holding that Title VN did not
preclude smployment discrimination dun to homo-
soxuslily. However, the Supreme Court of Callfornls
ruled that under the state constitution, DeSantie's

find an apert t. The for p tial

tonanis were oflen bizarre: “30ish bi-mate, smoker,
soeks roommate with stesdy income and intorest in
modem science fiction writers, no dealers please.”
Hardly an opportunity to pursue. After two weeks, [
found acceplable lodging. | discovered an institu-
lion previously unfamilisr 0 me: “the residence

znullllon us & public utility, they
the company show af least a rations! besis for firing
DeSantis. Bacause the wt

club.” A residence club is an institutionslized
boarding house that provides s room and two meals
daily for & monthly fes. The Sen Francisco
Residence Club is located on California and Pawell,
one block from the summit of Nob Hill st the Mark
Hopkins Hotel. In that “club™ | ostablished my
swinmmes bume The Nob Hill area is still grand,

mmigrstion Statute thet provides “snarchists. . .
paupoers. . .and those with psychopathic personali-
ties™ are excludable allens. 8 U.S.CA. 1182, While
thé Nood of immigrants end vishors has cbbed since
the Ellis Island days. the sheer volwme of
moving through ouch day proclud:
systemalic attempt 1o identify individuals possoss-
Ing excludable traits, As o resull, persons ere
arbitrarily singled out due lo some rosdily spperent
dolall, in this case, a button. Thel dey the process
snared 8 remarkable victim,

Carl snd Michael spont the night in thn York
Holol, wheve they told the lergely gay clieninle of
that establishment their story. The febled gay grape-
vinemh-loocnon.‘l‘omuddl-w
Hoover is altribuied the spocryphel romark “N this

i

o
famitiarize themasives with the isunigretion lew in
this ares, we discovered thet deporistion here

Gay Rights Advocates specializes in litigation involying gay men and women.




Action propelled Gay Rights Advocates into a major court battle that summer.

uires & two-step process. First, a doclor in the
“} Hoalth Service ls required lo conduct sn
exsminstion to determite If the allen has a “psycho-
pathic personality.” If he does, the case ls refemd to

negatistion, Dr. Juttus Richmond. the head of the

resentatives he prevented the deportation of the
m Moxh vhllo':-." Thay aventuslly sntersd the

U.8. Health Service, issued a
that thls prolessionsl obligation pmmnlad lull

United Stales for their vacation and left without

sgency from declaring gey peopls “paychop
ltins."

the INS who then hold »
hearing with the burden of pmof hlllng upon the
visilor to disprove thy physiclan's finding. GRA
decided to prevent the first stage of the process from
occutring. We discoverad thet In 1973 both the
American  Psychological Associstion end the
American  Psychiatric  Assoclation had  struck
“homosexualily per se” from thelr lists of mentsl
disorders. As a result, the mere status of homosex-
uslity does not make sn individusl a psychopathic
psnonllily, st least in he view of the mental health
We then sought fo convince the U.S.
Hultll Service that the APA actions prectuded it
from making thst determinstion in Carl's case.
Again, a combinstion of ci and |

" Thus the INS was left with an Immigration sietute
that resembled » hollow shell, Although the statute
remafned on the books, no enforcement mechanism
oxisted to Implement Hts intent. As might be

. . ."anarchists . . . paupers
. . and those with psycho-

pathic personalities” are

excludable aflens.

communications alded our oﬂon Tho Pnsldanl-

ted, the INS did not intend to submit to this

elect of the American Py
wag visiting San ledwo hat week: hc submiited
a deposition stating that it was Impossible for »
peychologist to certify that an individusl ts homo-
sexual because there is no tost to determine sexusl
orientation. He sdded that it would be unethical for
a piychologlst to mnh such e curtll’lmlinn due lo
the ab of an obj d. The Presid
elect then put us in contect with the present officers
of both APAs, who subinitted similar depositions.
This strategy placed the psychologists end psy-
chiatrisis of the U.S. Health Service in & dilemma
that could only be resolved in Carl's favor: If they
atlempled to cerﬂfy that due 10 his homosexuality
he p d a ps lity, they were
lubhcl o pamllhl for vlol-tlng the ethical
standards of their prok If they declined to
make that certification, the INS would be unable to
hold its deportation hesring. After prolonged

bowdierization witlmnt a struggle. They announced

S. As | prepared to relurn (o lsw school in Auguat,
the policies of the INS atiracted the sitention of the
ontire gay community, both in the United States snd
in Europe. B becsme spparent thet Cadd Hill's
axperience was nol an isolated evenl. We learned
that scores of Canedian women seeking to visit &
women’s music festival in Michigan were turned
away at the border when INS officers suspecied
them of lesblanism. A West German visitor had
returned home to avoid deporiation proceedings
altor & Minneapolis INS officer discovered his
bluxuallly Most tecently, on December 29, Jaime

ver, was fo
Inqulrln sbout his soxusl orlantation wnd
threstened with d | RAﬂhdlnlllnnIlb

behalf against the U.8. Government.

Meanwhile, the umchl stance on this lsstie hes
hardensd. In Octob y of State Cyrus
Vance lssued an order tn consular officlsls abrosd
ding them to enforce the ban on granting

thelr postp t of a decision in Carl Hill’s case
until efer his scheduled dep dete, hoping lo
render the Issue moot.

In so doing. they und d the ful
ness of San Fi izco’s gay ity. Carl, a

cherming. articulate, end sympathetic figure, was
the perfect client for this case. He announced thet he
intended to stay In America as long »s Y 10
win this fight. Because GRA provides representation
to 8!l clients free of charge, 8 fund-raising drive for
Carl Hill's case began. The psychologists end
psychlatrists of the Bay Area held & dinner to raise
money for the case; Catl's button was auctionad off
ot thet dinner for several hundred dollars.

The British visitor's plight stirscied widespread
support. San Francisco Board of Supervisors
K:ued a resolution, which | am proud lo say T

Iped drah, condemning the sctions of the INS.
The local television i and
edltorialized ageinst the arbitrary and

il Y

visas to homosexusl persons. The 1.5, Depariment
of Justice declared thet the INS was bound to enforce
the law until Congress amends It.

n response, gay sclivists have increased their
effort to insure that no person can be berred from
America due 10 his sexus] orientation. The Direciors
of the Nalioml Gay Task Force met In the White
House ly with of each of the
depariments and sgencles involved tc work out o

It became apparent that Carl
Hill's experience was not an
isolated event.

immigration law. Several Californis cong
including Rep: ive Philip Burion, spoke with
representsiives of the President in an effort 1o helt
the INS action.
Flnslly. 83 my summer ended in August. the INS
R 8. Clﬂ llo hs\nd an
order n-un; that all h

entry into the United States wers lobn lllower] In on
“'parole” until the Cong; i the |
laws or the dcpormlun procedures.

GRA was ic. As Carl pl d his long-
delayed departure, he cxpromd his relief that hls
future plans to travel to America had not been
jeopardized. However. one order does not a
bureaucracy move. The day before Carl lefl for
Britain, two Mexican nationals d the stten-
tion of INS officers at San Francisco Airport. Both
were delained snd questioned extensively sbout
their sexuslity. When they declared their homo-
sexuality, they were informed that they could either
conltest daporhllon or leave on the neaxt Night. Con-
fused and i d. they p d to return to
Mexico. Hmuvur, GRA lnmed of the Incident and
once lnonooflho}r getic lawyers bounded
throug I with habeas corpus orders
in hand. Bynrﬂnlwmmbmpibubmlm

common immigrstion policy. Dutch activists have
taken & more spproach. In borrowed polloe
uniforms with the label “HOMGSQUAD." they
detained American visitors st Amsterdam Afrport 10
quiz these tourlsts sbout their sexuslity. Most were
surprised to lnm that U.S. Immigration officlals
conducted the same investigations in carnest.
Finally, 120 of the 150 members of the Duich
parliament indicated thelr support for the eflort 10
remove the ban on gay vlsllm to the ULS.

In our own € Alsn Cr of
California hes introduced legislation to amend the
immigration stetule to allow |ly peoph to enter this
nation without h
Kennedy sand Brown oxprnud their suppon for
such legislation.

As I left San Francisco, I realized that the summer
had boen an unperslled learning experience. |
Etmd & grester understanding of the workings of a

w firm, of the federsl bureaucracy, snd of gay
political activisin. | had the most a firsi-year law
student could hope for ih a summer clerking
position: thres, months in a vibrent, lop'li!ﬂctled
city, dedicating myself to a lew firm and 1o & cause
that 1 believe with sll my hesrt io be just.




