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Was necrasory lo take aml roceive o satisiactory
Test. R

by Roxie Rosemond

F rom the early age of about sight. 1 can remember
telling people that when | grew up | wanted to
be & lmwyor. When asked why. my childish reply
was that lawyers made good money. Populsi lele-
vision programs of the lUme added to this
deslre—"Perry Mason," “'l'lw Unlochnblu" "The

FBL." etc. Other path fons were nod

store on the
were that the I.SAT wu hetl. Law students snd
olhers knowledgneble aboul lsw schoal vkl me
what sounded like horror  sioties sbel  the
workload, clarseoom inquisitions, and the enmpre-
hensive examinations.

Firm conviction gave way. 1 siopped thinking
abowt othars and concentreind more on myself. 1
focided thm maybe I should reassnss wy plens 1o

ones 1 considered because T dltlnl forl | had the
necessary qualifications. 1 conld talk. { tike to roed
(anylhlngl | was reasonably Intelligent. snd | had

slmng oplnlonn on juﬂ about everything. (My
s thet 1 would argus with
the devil.)! dccldad 1hat with thase qualities § could
becomea a lawyer If 1 worked st H.

Some of the most vivid momories | have of my
chilthood aro those limes my mother or snother
aduli chastised me for expressing opinions or asking
questions aboul things that children were not
1o be concerned with. My opinion was, snd still bs,
that evervone who could volr in an election should.
‘This was a right end responsibitily of all Amaricans.
Why did Blacks in Clarksvitle. Ve.. care littie sboul
voting: whal was the “poll tax™: what was the
“Klan™?

Those quustions have boon answored now,
However. when | exprossed those opinlens, asked
thuse questions. and received vague, unresponsive
answers. | couldn’t understand what was wrong.
only thet something was wrong. Upon gudmukm
from high school. t conciuded that the -

borome a lawyer. The very thoughl of tsking the
LSAT siruck a leer In me that | had seldom before
felt. During my junior vear | made sxcums nol fo

Jimke the tost. Senlor yor | Interviened e

managemont  positions smd ok e Gradusie
Rocord  Examination. The Interviews were wn.
succesalul and the GRE scores were medioc,
Huwever, { stll cnuldn't muster the cotrrepe to Iske
the LSAT, and usod other porsons! rossuns as sn

oxtase nol lo toke 3t
Two of thres wwevks alter graduation rum college )
took & job as & cashier in e 2-10 store. That job was s
real eve oponer What folinwed was one ol the most
doprussing periosds of my lile. Customers wore nde,
the hours wore bed. and the work wes pure
drudgery, By Decamber of 1877 it occuried (o mw
that there het 1o be something betior, Like »
drowning man rmching for a mope. 1 laiched on o
my old childhaod tdream of bocoming 8 lawver,
| had 1o months to work with, so aventhing
becamse a race sgainst time. The iaw schooks |
“lnlml T apgly to had osrly desdiines lor the
ol T s had o be

was that In genoral people were not concerned
aboul the sitvation or preferred not to be bothered
oul of misunderstending or fear. My desire In
bocomu 8 lawyer grow stronger. As s lawyer, | could
help people undersiand what thelr cights were and
how to insist thet thuse rights be recognized.

1 inquired niore about law school during my
freshman vear st Norlolk State. 1 wanted o know
which law schouls wera good. what ln\ u:lmol wes
like. sird what moet of thens required

mattod and [ didn't bave any money. Fhally, § gt
Ihings in purspedive and. through o Inltor-shelter
syslom of organization. | mexde W.

Actually, the LSAT was not 80 bud. and bew
school classes are not so bl Since Fve heen e
oy worst experiences have boert nel wmborstninting
the tamous Sulliven lecture on the weeger ol ot
and contract faw. and going completel blank whike
nclling s caset In class. Other than thee
oom with sll the work., being »

or
Mm.h to my dismay. ldlu:ovamd that in eddition o
{ectory sr-du ! and so o0, N

experl
Marshall. Wythe 8 very comlorling end vory
satistving.
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