
The day WBI hot. oppressive In I 
wa)' that only Imllhaulern weather 
can be: humldll)' pmntoR 100 
porconl. temporeture pushln. IOU 
degrees. next to no breeze. The 
bathroom window In my apartment 
wa, slapped rh'. inches from I brick 
wall that formed the ,Id. of an 
adjolnlns apartment bulldln.. The 
machine I IoklnRly CIIUed an air 
eondi\ioner .ucked hard at the heat 
and .rled to turn II cool. all 10 no 
.v.11. I wa. not In a aood mood. 

Th. minor In .he bathroom showed 
U, IS8. Rainbow' llreeks. like 011 
nGlllIn. on • water-wIShed. black­
topped drlvn ... y, brllhlened end 
distorted the Imale that I.ared back at 
.... A craclt S .. hod throuKh the 
Image', reatura. nlslns It, left eye 
and lorehead a pen:eptlble dl"anee 
above lh. rest or III feee. 1be crack 
IUracted my attenllon and I looked a. 
1I .s the Imase" eyes .110 mmred 
toward It. The crade. wu deep. blKk 
In its center but chanSlns 10 • beul. 
.hlp Sray u It captured "lht alonl III 
outside. II WI' uneven; chips of ...... 
throush the yea... hid loll .. away 
from It •• nd the broken lin. would 
eventuaUy claim the entke urf .. of I 
the mirror .. It I own. I 

I did not bow why my thouahtt 
were so .... V)· thai mornlnl. The 
nllht bel ... hid ... nt.lnad too much " 
lood. d'ink. end toboc<:o. and the 
overly sweet tmell of 8I'US had 
seeped Inlo every comer of thel other 
apartment The music. thoulh Vtried. 
ta.d remained constant In I .. 
Int ... lty. But the porty hid not ... 
unusual. IF anylhlnl. It w.. an 
.rchetype of tt.- I hid _ 
attendlnl· 

AI locrepad beard and lather lrom 
my lace I lot my dl_llfoct_ 
surface. My III •• I knew. _ not the 
way I wantnd It to boo We talked. my 
"Iendo and I. of ... ny thlhP: T. S. 
Eliot. block ho.... chlldcera. Dylan 
(both Thome •• nd Bobl. the maktn. 
of _. the unmokl.. of a 

o • • 
prosldent. Wo talkcd. bullluu...,mad 
to bn the ex"",1 of ow ... 1Iwllin. Oh. 
one of Ut hm.dod Ihe Vlr,lnlllDt for 
Ihe Siudy of Morlluan. Law •.• "",her 
conrdb.aled • unlverslly chlldc::are 
1:OOltnflllvo. Ollnthnr wall lolnl 
throuRh tho third dra" of a novttl. 8uI 
lalk was the MsenCG of ou, actlvl ..... 
We did no,hlnt;. 

I wa. arguably Ihe wunt In thlll 
f8S1Mri. I rlnlshad collcle with a 
rcllHJClabln Ii.t or ItCOOf\lpU.hmenl. 
but did nnl want to wor" on a .mall 
nawspaper In a Ntil communfl),. the 
.tartlnl place of moM tournell.tlc 
(' .. ree .... Con.equentl, I lanaulshed In 
the city. edltln, manutc:rlpt. thai 
outllnod tillY Inroad. nr telentl'le 
achievement. II wu a lub that needed 
dnlnl. but I did not he.. tho 
leml_ramenl for II. 

But what. I ",onde""'. c:ould I do 
,hat would alve action 10 my voke' I 
recoanlzed. I. only thoee who have 
.Iudied It can ..... power.au ..... of 
the prest. Did I really wlnt to .pend 
my IIr. reportlnl lhe action. 01' others 
nih., than I.klna ectiont my"''' 

.. was Ihen Ihat an Idea I had toyed 
with In hlsh ochool Dashed to tho 
lorefront of my thoulhll. Low ochool. 
With a "w deB'" I could dn 
IOmelhlnl. I could take adlon. more 
overt than any previous tnlnin, had 
prepored me for. The .....,.. I hid 
dllClrded the Idell yean eRG w .. that 
people like me lu.t did not 10 to "W 
ochool-that _ IoIt to the ,Ich kid 
down tho block. But why not try Itl 
The most I would 1018 In applylPI 
would be a fa,,, 15 cent stamps: end 
some money In .ppllatlon r.... a 
_II prlco for a chenS. In fll.·. 
direction. 

Tha. wa. setlled-I would apply. 
The bI.d. In my tim' cu.t my tipper 

Up deeply. The openln, .tuna ... he 
blood mixed with the rich whHa ...... 

I he ... ...., liked dnln. anythl .. 
h.llway. and COftIoquontl)' durt .. 
the next MVef1II monlh. I ... rted 10 
explore the pref_1on I hed __ 
One attorney tried to le.k me Into 
conslderlnl crlml ... 1 trial work. 
Tho,. I. little tI... to dn much 
..... reb. he admitted. and 1_ tI ... 
for trial pmporotlnn. but thet hardl)' 
matlored. Afte, all. If tho eccuood h .. 
... t .. to t,l.1 h. I. sullty .nywar-It 
d08lR"t matter whether you win or 
10.. Another .ttorney .• laculty 
member tn on underl'eduote deport. 
ment •• poke with ._ lavor about 
open _I ... for public bodl. until 
he ... lInd I .. Iht .... ed In 
d_lnl how I _Id ... IocuIty 

meetln~ open to tnemben or a 
Itudem prea. A women friend and I 
decided 10 talk to • third attorney we 
hIId teken a clad under topther. lie 
left me .Utlnl In hi. office lobby and 
look her to hi. 0111.,.. My 1,Iend ";Id 
h. did not make a _ at her. but .... 
lilll duet not ..... ow wha' he wanted. 

I ..... ed .atchln. old _Ion 
._ end """ ..... f'orTy _ .nc! 
Tho Defonden .... ed for yea .. : ...... 
I .qual, remcmberod boIn. about 
upot ... 'o .............. _ ... 
_torof ....... . 

I coIncl ...... 11)' _ In • lory 
pool dUrinl .hlt ....... but fee,1MId 
nothlq rram II. 1 w .. never choMa 
lor tho ...... 1 end ...... til hid ....... 
would not ...... modo It to the ,..". 
The only other _ In tho ~ 
with hoi, my Ien.th .. quldlly 
.. Iml ...... I.- the po ..... 

From th.. 8"perIenaI a role 
mod.1 coolaced. I could dn nothlnl 
ahout my ... .. tho foci that .... 
alwayo Ioobd n.. JIOII )'GUn .. 
then I .... But tho hat, could 10 .• 
_101 lho cut·oRo. t-mlrto. ....he. 
copo. I eInod, hod IIlJ -. 01 

• 



eccenlrlcill8l: then wu no' need 10 
pick ur. mOno My poIlUcoI belief. 
certain y would hev. to chan Ie: .n_ 
.n. maybe Spiro WM rlsht. My work 
habits went rrom meUculOUI 1o 
.Ioppy-no one .... W. ever 
prepored • .., ... hy .hould I be! BII 
bu'lneu began to look betler and 
dereaulaUon more favorable. 
PoIltlclani. after all. were elected bJ 
peopl •• uch u I had been: c0rpora­
tions were rua br people auch • I 
.anled 1o be. 

And women .••• Perhopo I had no! 
been more wrona .bout eDythlnl 
Ihan I had been about womon. A. 
brlsht .. we .... n .... ! Aa capable! 
Oh. t_ ....... cepllon •. I .... Uzad. 
women who wen competent. But 
aum, .. WIll no KCldenllhet women . 
..... chlldten .nd men protected 
thom both. I woo no! ,.Ioln. .., 
a.. .... but JooJdn • ..-In at reality. 

I dtenpd dUrin. IhoM lew monlhl 
between my decision to apply to I •• 
school and my adWlI enlnnce. The 
world became fRO" mI'\.. more 
defined. like the Ont time One trl. on 
• new "1' .. 1.. prescription .fter 
wearln, another tor yea,.. The man 
0(, Breen thai had. topped the 'r_ 
.uddenly raolvel Into Individual 
leaves. For me, bowe"er. the chan., 
w .. In th. oppa.lte direction. People 
and thlnts that had .... n IndlYldual-
• nd beauUfui In thai IndlYiduallty­
became port of • clump that 
• urrounded me. • not eUoaether 
'I ..... al clump. 

Late (n AUIUII or '78 I I.artod law 
doo" A nlher unspectacul.r ... rt It 
WH. 100. Qne...thlrd 01 my clusmetaa 
were women. Ind. ,JthoUBh tokenism 
mIIy have It. place •• relt IhallOmeone 
w .. carrylns Ihe Job. bit 100 rar. At 
the end of the Otll HmeIIer. when Ih. 
rumor IprMd that the penon In my 
c .... with the hlBhe .. I.P.'. was I 

women. I knew the prank had 
continued for 100 IonS • tlmo. EquII 
opportunlt, ....... thl ... d_1on 
.. Inother. 

The .lIuelion worsened II the year 
continued. II was clelll' lhal e woman 
would be .eldnA oyer u editor of Ihe 
low review: ten yean ... lho achooI 
mf ..... to let .no!hor ........ hove 
lho politi ........ t ....... h It I ..... 
lradltlon.ny went 10 lho ponoon with 
lho hltd- •. p... and lhat po ...... 
happened 10 be. woman. She became 
1""lned probebly lhe only "Llterlry 
Editor" In the hlatory of lew revhtwl. 

The _ ._Iul evenl 01 lho 
• prln. _or w ... ponoored by • 
women's BrouP. the Mary Ind 
William Women'. Law SncIoty 
ennUIII conflllAlRCe on women Ind the 

law. I became Involved IOlely as I 

Best~re of IOlIcllude-lhe women 
needed someone who could strlns 
aentenceslogether In I prell release .• 
IUended the conference out of 
curiosity and "'1lI planed to see thai 
only two other of my fellow IOIIIe lew 
.Iudenl. Ittended. 

My hew found conservatl,m In thl. 
rnOlt oonlOrvalive or prufO!lllons was 
lo.too over and OYer dur1na lhe Ielor 
month, of Ih .. first leademk; year. 
Ev",>,whoro I turned 1_ DOW oId­
yaluOl were challensed. 

Someone hadlhe Id .. 01 runnln" 
wnmall I. presldenl of .he Student 
Bar ASIOClaUon. She beat noI lull: one 
bul lwo mal .. lor Ih. poIltlon. 

Ono of lho 1 ... 1 lrelornlll_ 
(rulomlllo.. mind ,.,..-eled..! • 
womln to heed 11.1 WII pleased to .. 
th.t In lho clnslnR mOmenoa 01 tho 
elocllon. Irter lwo women and two 
m.n had been .leded to lour of 'ho 

e? 

nve officer posIUon.. I man WII 
chuson for Ih. 81lh pnsilion an .. 
Inother men mauled oul thai we 
cnuld no! lat • majorlly of tho offtcos 
beholdby_. 

Women popped bp ....".here. 
They..... .Ioctad 10 hood lho 
SUP"'me Court Hillarlcol Soc'ely. 
chair an honorary 1 ... 1 f"'ornlty. 
Mr\"e In representilive posltloni In 
lho 1I..ran1 ........ mont. .nd Ioke 
over key poIlI..... on lho .. udonl 
n .... paper. They wore chason 10 
hood lho Judlclol council. thl. 
mepzine. committee .n ... commit· 
tee. Everywhere I looked • woman', 
DlInC or flOt appeared In I poelUon of 
luthorlty. H II wu proper for I man to 
cry. thl. would have been .mple 
Ju .. llleal ..... 

My eecond year In law Khaol 
bepn with tho Innouncemenl Ihlt 
tho facully h.d hired • ......d 
wonaan ror • leechlnB position. Whet 

wu lhl. hreve new world comln. to! 
To IMk. manan wone.1OI1Mt of,..y 

beat Irlends In low echnnI ..... 
women. I tried 10 rationalize I .. The 
women,' tokl m)'l8lf. were .. I rule 
older then the RlfJn. It ... only 
natural thl' I mould hlye more In 
common wllh lhem thin I did with 
meny or my m." clusmale.. Ou' I 
I'8C08nl7.ed the nlionIUr.atk,", for 
what .hoy wore. Th.I. nld .. 1 '" II.~. 
IIw er.hools IeOmOO to be r .. , "hili 
'1, srIp II I Iteady ... olld member of 
the loall communlt,.. Even Vlfllnl.·. 
aovernor had _,mOO to newallalft wllh 
th. Department of 1f.,.lth. EduuU(m. 
.nd Wolfe,.,. ,bout 1M .mrmallve 
eellon plana In .... ., .. :hoofs. 

My bank. that Ira,flllon.1 bA~lIull 
where men were mrn Ind WOftlMI 

were .ellers. bea." to .prout 1"lft5 

within 11. ,I"'~IM~ r.qCl: The 
_ Man for tho lob Moy Be • 
Woman. 

W .. Ihere no end to Ihll Upl"'KC1 
. Bellev. me. tho N •• y had _or been 
Ilk. thla .. 

• come 10 Ihlt end of th .. enlrv "'flb 
• ainAIe thouKht: The warh' III 
ChenllllA In I dlredkm opposllc IhI! 
one I have chosen 10 punue. 8crnre 
lon, lhe country may see nlliny 
woman lOVemnr. .nd r.llblnnl 
.... mbers. women headlnll Ie,,, flnm. 
And we. In my chosen prnr"ulun . 
COPtmue 10 JMct mhar than ect. W .. 
are I Ilow·mo,·lnK Inl. we I,wyers . 
Our calli",. ollr entire a)'Jfem nf 

IU,llee. domand. thaI we he. We dun·' 
ead Iny chlrwes: Instead. we fhOI' up 

behind the ...,.... of sodely. 
.weeplnl .lIlhe loose particles und .... 
lho Inbrh: 01 An_lea. P ..... p. Ihl. 
1IChoo1. In , perUcu"r tim" at , 
perUculer place. I. reneclinK .hlll 
clulnp more quldly thin I. 
comfortlbln for most of our ,tnt­
ftllSion. lllhouah not tnont qulckl)· 
than moll 01 ooclety. My ..... 1,· 
outfitted. Ihme-plece. buuonr.t'·do'''fI 
body and mind would ...... wllh 
Ihl •. 

My Iormor 1_. now .horn '" 
rein...... and ......... aJUld nul .-. 


