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Forty years ago, on May 17, 1954, the Supreme
States rocked the nation to its foundations by declaring
the public schools. The Court's ruling marked the first
to the long-standing practice of separating the races in
and the beginning of the end for Jim Crow.

Court of the United
segregation illegal in
substantial challenge
American public life,

The history and impact of the Court's decision are being examined during "Brown v. Board of Education After 40 Years: Confronting the Promise,"
a conference on May 17 and 18 sponsored by the College of William & Mary's
Institute of Bill of Rights Law and the Howard University School of Law.
Tonight's "Tapestry" performance, as well as the two-day conference,
would not be possible without the generous support of the following organizations:
• Carolina Furniture
• Ford Motor Company Fund

• The Virginia Chapter of the National
Conference of Christians & Jews

• The Jesse Ball DuPont Foundation

• The Virginia Foundation for
Humanities & Public Policy

• The Prudential Foundation

• WHRV-FM89.5
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Program
African & African-American
Songs and Stories
from the 18th Century

Performances from Colonial
Williamsburg's African-American
Interpretation and Presentations

Welcome & Introduction

Don Roberts, Master of Ceremonies

Remembering the Virginia Experience
.Moderators:

Professor Margaret P. Spencer
The Honorable L. Douglas Wilder

Panel:

James E. Ghee, Esq.
Dr. Calvin C. Green
Oliver W. Hill, Esq.
The Honorable Robert R. Merhige
Professor Jonathan K. Stubbs

Songs of Civil Rights

The African-American Heritage
Chorale of Richmond
Intermission
(10 minutes)
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Songs of South
America & the Caribbean

Legacy of Weyanoke

The Blues

John Jackson

Rap-A

Don Roberts

Message to Our Youth

The Future To Be Woven

.Denbigh HighSchool
Percussion Ensemble

"Do Not," An Original Poem

Yolanda Jackson

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Chorus
Audience

"The use of flash photography and recording devices during the
performance is prohibited. Thank you for your cooperation.

Lift Every Voice and Sing
Lift ev'ry voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty;
Let our reioicing rise,
High as the lisi'ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the
dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that
the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun
of our Ilew day begun,
Let us march on till victon) is won.
Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chasi'ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope
unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our wean) feet,
Come to the place for which our
fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that
with tears has been watered,

We have come, treading our path
ihro' the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright
star is cast.
God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us
thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places,
Our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine
of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand
May we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.
"Lift Every Voice And Sing"
Written by James W. Johnson, music by
Rosamond Johnson.

A History
When James Weldon Johnson was born in Jacksonville, Fla., in 1871,
the Emancipation Proclamation was less than ten years old. Despite the
limitations set on black men and women by American society at the time,
Johnson successfully pursued his education and ultimately combined social and political activism with literary endeavors, opening possibilities for
all Black Americans.
Considered to be the quintessential "renaissance man" of Harlem,
Johnson was the elder statesman of the movement that brought national attention to varied artistic achievements of the black community in the 1920s.
It is thus fitting that his song, "Lift Every Voice And Sing," became the national hymn of Black Americans. The song, written by Johnson and set to
music by his brother Rosamond, was first performed by 500 children at a
celebration of Lincoln's birthday in 1900.
"Lift Every Voice" looks at the hardships faced
emphasizes a positive course. The song was in later
NAACP and became known as the "Negro National
tion of Black America's dignity and its determination

by the black race but
years adopted by the
Anthem," an asserto endure.

Remembering the Virginia Experience
Participant Biographies
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James E. Ghee left Prince Edward County, Va., in 1961 when that school system
chose to close its doors rather than desegregate its schools. The American Friends
Service Committee, a social service arm of the Quakers, took an interest in the
young Ghee and arranged for him to be sent to Iowa, where he could attend public schools.
After graduating from college in Iowa, Ghee returned to Virginia to earn his
law degree at the University of Virginia, and then joined the law firm of Hill,
Tucker and Marsh. Ghee now has his own law practice, based in Prince Edward
County, Va., which is devoted primarily to civil rights law.
Calvin Coolidge Green, a Virginia clergyman and educator, is perhaps best
known for his role in the 1963 Ll.S. Supreme Court decision, Green v. New Kent,
which challenged Virginia's policy of school segregation. Green holds a number
of college and graduate degrees, including a B.s. in biology from Virginia State
College in Petersburg, graduate degrees in chemistry and physiology, a Masters
of Divinity from Virginia Union's School of Theology, a Th.D. and a Ph.D. from
the International Bible Institute and Seminary in Orlando, Fla., and an Ed.D. from
the Nova University in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Green has been a high school science teacher and department chairman, a
professor, and a pastor; he currently works as a consultant. He served in the U'S,
Army Medical Service, and recently retired from the Ll.S, Army Reserves as a
Colonel. He has been the recipient of two Meritorious Service Awards.
Oliver W. Hill was elected to the Richmond City Council in 1949, becoming the
first African-American elected to public office in Richmond, Va., since reconstruction. In 1951 he returned to his legal practice, and later successfully argued Davis
v. County School Board of Prince Edward County, one of the companion cases resolved by Brown v. Board of Education.
Hill has served as a member of the President's Commission on Government
Contracts and as an Assistant to the Commissioner of the Federal Housing
Authority. Between 194D and 1961, he served as Chairman of the Virginia Legal
Commission of the NAACP. Hill was educated at Howard University.
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Robert R. Merhige, [r., is the Senior District Judge of the Ll.S, District Court, Eastern District of Virginia. He was first appointed to this court in 1967 by Lyndon B.
Johnson, and has devoted his tenure on the bench to ensuring equality of education throughout the state of Virginia, even in the face of violent opposition.
Merhige holds an LL.M. from The University of Virginia, an LL.B. from The University of Richmond, and a bachelor's degree in law from High Point College in
North Carolina.
Merhige is a previous recipient of the Marshall-Wythe Medallion at The College of William & Mary, and has been honored by the Federal Bar Association, the
Virginia Trial Lawyers Association, The University of Richmond's National
Alumni Council, the American Judicature Society, and numerous other organizations.

Margaret Poles Spencer has been an Associate Professor at The College of William and Mary, Marshall-Wythe School of Law, since 1988. She holds a B.A. from
Howard University and a J.D. from The University of Virginia.
Spencer has held numerous government positions, including Appellate Attorney for the EEOC, Assistant U.s. Attorney, Senior Appellate Attorney--Civil
Rights Division, and Assistant Attorney General in the Office of Attorney General
in Richmond, Va. She currently teaches civil procedure, criminal procedure and
criminal trial advocacy.
Jonathan K. Stubbs is currently an Associate Professor at The University of Richmond's T.e. Williams School of Law, where he has taught legal writing, professional responsibility, international law, contracts, and human rights.
He holds a B.A. from Haverford College, a B.A. from The University of Oxford, a J.D. from Yale, and an LL.M. and Masters of Theology Studies from Harvard. Stubbs has done extensive research on the civil rights movement in
Virginia, and is currently working on the official biography of Oliver Hill.
Lawrence Douglas Wilder, former Governor of Virginia, was the first AfricanAmerican elected as governor of an American state. Wilder earned his undergraduate degree from Virginia Union University, and his law degree from
Howard University. After a decade of law practice in Richmond, he ran for a seat
in the state senate in 1969, winning reelection in 1973, 1977, and 1981.
In 1985, Wilder was elected to the office of lieutenant governor of Virginia,
and won election as governor in 1989, epitomizing the transformation of southern
life that the civil rights movement had fostered.

About the Performers
The African-American
Heritage Chorale of Richmond performs traditional and
contemporary African, African-American, and European music throughout the
country.
This group of "singing historians" chronicles the story of AfricanAmerican music and its influences, from the classics to spirituals, blues, jazz, and
gospel.
The Chorale has been performing for audiences throughout Virginia since
1990 under the direction of Dr. Odell Hobbs, a renowned expert on AfricanAmerican music. Hobbs has served on the faculties of Virginia Union and
Howard Universities, and is currently Artist in Residence at St. Paul's College in
Lawrenceville.
The Colonial Williamsburg
Department
of African-American
Interpretation
and Presentations features traditional African-American dance and music highlighting the experiences of Africans and African-Americans in 18th century Virginia.
The work songs, hymns, polyrhythms, and dances reflect the survival of African culture in Anglo-American society. The musical presentations are part of an
overall effort by Colonial Williamsburg to fully incorporate the story of colonial
blacks, both free and enslaved, in Williamsburg.

The Denbigh High School Percussion Ensemble, directed by T. Howard Curtis,
III, has won numerous awards including the Indoor Drumline Competition two
years in a row. For the past three years they have earned a "Superior" rating at
the District Eight Solo and Ensemble Festival.
The ensemble performs with a variety of percussion instruments, and specializes in jazz and Latin and African rhythms.
John Jackson, a Virginia native, is a world famous blues musician and songwriter. He plays the guitar and banjo, and has performed for heads of state, European royalty, and folk and blues festivals around the world.
He recently
performed at Carnegie Hall.
Jackson's music combines the traditions of Carolina blues, old-time white
hillbilly music, medicine show entertainment tunes, and ragtime. He has performed with musicians such as B.B. King, Bonnie Raitt, Bob Dylan, Joan Baez,
Mississippi John Hurt, and Ricky Scaggs. Jackson is known as the "greatest living
finger-picking guitar player in the world."

Yolanda Jackson is currently a freshman at Lafayette High School, where she
maintains a 3.0 grade point average.
She is in the Ram Band, treasurer of
CHROME (Cooperating Hampton Roads Organizations for Minorities in Engineering) and a member of Black Awareness at Lafayette.
She tutors fourth and fifth graders twice a week at James River Elementary
School, coaches young bowlers, and is secretary for the junior ushers at Chickahominy Baptist Church. Her interests include poetry and piano, and she plans a
future in law or communications.

Legacy of Weyanoke is an a cappella vocal ensemble, specializing in musical and
literary works from the African Diaspora. The group explores the cultural legacy,
in song and story, of the African experience in North and South America and the
Caribbean.
The group consists of: Stephanie Anderson, contralto, who has
toured with the Hampton Institute's Concert Choir; Anita Harrell, soprano, who
performed in the 1992 Virginia Opera's Porgy and Bess; Hugh Harrell, III, tenor, a
former member of the Eva Jessye Choir, the official choir of the 1963 Civil Rights
March on Washington; Patricia Saunders Nixon, soprano, who recently completed a U'S. State Department tour in Porgy and Bess; and Leonard J. Tucker, baritone, who has been a recognized choral arranger, accompanist, director, organist
and singer for the last thirty years.

Don Roberts is a TV News anchorman, hosting morning and noon news programs at WAVY-TV (Norfolk-Portsmouth, Virginia). He began his work in radio
and television broadcasting in 1974 by studying communications first at the Community College of Baltimore and then at Towson State University. He graduated
in 1978.
Roberts credits his experience in Washington, D.C., as a disc jockey on
WHUR-FM's popular "Quiet Storm" music program with creatively influencing
him. He joined WAVY in 1989 as a newscaster. In his recently published book,
RAP to Live By, Roberts reaches youth by combining messages about self-esteem,
love, drugs, and other important issues with the popular rhythmic style of rap.
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