
I Think I Always 

Some people will tell you that It', • lonl WI)' 

rrom Westmoreland Count, to Marshall-Wythe. 
but I n ....... 11, believed that. Th. truth .. thot 
"'here I'm from everyone 111111081 to church. enloy' 
the water. and no one becoma frenzied when the 
Woll Slreet 10umal I, unobtainable. Many famlll. 
a,. en.lsed In tbe tndllloneJ occupation. 01 r.rm­
Ina. tfmber-growlna. or Iradlna In leBrood. Many 
natives are Independent folk who pride thems.lv. 
on hard work and recreation. The popularly known 
"Northnm Neck aI VI'lIln"" .. tbe bltlhp .... of 
Wa.hlnston. Monroe. end lAo. V.." 1I1l" of 
historical Importance hal occurred. theJ'ft .Ince. The 
practl .. 01 "W provld ... sood deol of "other t ..... 
the weather" convenatlon. and court day a. the 
county IIftli oh8lllumctll for Hrfoul enlertalnment. 

r am an only dtJld. and JaY wll. "...... , •• Ia 10 
... mlnd me 01 th ... All thoao wbu tn.... me .nll 
remind me a'" that 1 was • ntha, Ioqueclous IUtle 
chap. My uncle. I carpenter. told me on more lhan 
one occasion I would miu my calling I( I didn't 
become • preecIm- or 0 lawyer. I OUpOOH II wee 
upon hit aarly ...... Ion that I 0 ... pond_ 
legalness. 

Before hlah school I .p .. tI many yOllR8er hour, 
explorins the lower PoIomM: River. and these 
escapedeo Imbued me wllh oome Ind ..... lbebl. 
tense of echl8\'emenl. I would take Ion. walb on 
the beach. and 1!Mllne myaeU In dlrfArent heroic 
roles. The Om profession I w .. Inleresl..,.ln w .. the 
military. but that w.. ...1 bel.... I'd .... Iy 
con.ldered these chand .... QUad laWYfll1l. 

My dad never WIll onrly ImpMlSBd wllh 
atlorneys. We all hive our orIsloal opfnlonl. yet I 
sllll Ihlnk my lather .. worthy 01. douhl .. doctorat. 
In common sense. He once remarked that lawyefl 
are very useful In emU ... an .... umenl helween two 
people. I hope I have Iince convlneRd him that 
resardless of the lIOW'Ct.lhe "wyer',tuk I, to refine 
the araumanl and carry It throUSh. 

At the small. rural high IChooi In Montross. I 
round IICbolarshlp aratlfyln. when applied In luch 
diverse subject. u IOYefnment .nd homecomlns. 
After 1l0III8 modest successes wUh my besl rrlend 
and partner on the debate .. m. the lAwyer', rola 
WII mostaoUy returning 10 my mind 1M • possible 
...... r. By lhe end 01 my Junior yeor In hllh school. 
yuulhlul bll .. woo sane. I had partlclpated In 
Itudent polltlr.s and deflnUely decided I wanted. 10 
.Iudy law. I 8m mont than certain nnw that my 
notion of what "wyen do wa very romantic. twa. 
more conscIoul of crimi.... trial work _ 
pwemmenl service than I wu of sur'" duties .. 
servlns I corponte .tructure or draftln~ land ...... 
documents. I had boo ... by t ..... the t .... aI thell ... 
01 only ...... men .. Manhall. Wabeler. end F. lAo 
Bailey. 

To me then on altorn., had tha bool 01.11 worl .... 
He w.. bulh renlllll8ftC8 mIIn and an lVOWed 
manipulator In the power same. The .tlnmey could 
choooe 10 upln 10 blab ldeol. or. falllns ohotI of 
Ib.l. II .. by h .. wilt and practl ... _ 01 ..... 
h.nded ...rn-. In _t tm- my "awe both 
hove .nd he .. no! .... nsed. 

I altendad the Ual ...... ty 01 Rlc:hmnnd la 1971 

Wanted to 

Be Here 

(don't hold It ,salOlt me) end was determined to do 
well OIIOUSh 10 Sel lalo I.w ochool. I majored ta 
history and punued the nebu..... _law 
curriculum. I think my bluest mlstab wu In not 
laklog accountllll. We III must learn Itt., IIll1ulstlal 
of money, you know. M, most lIIumln.Una 
experlencoo were pnwIdod by Kappa Sit ...... del.l .. 
01 which would ..- .......dl, be 1.....- la 
IIlerery dllCOUna . 

I ,raduelad In 1975 end boson worldns on my 
fUlure rather-In-Ilw', marine con .... ucflon a"8W. I 
knew than I would return to paduale school and 
w.. evell more Inlrltluad by the JIftIOpecII of 
lawyetlna. Bntnd •• nd I were married .• nd later 
luclt yielded e moo superloU •• nu""" one OUR. I 
wu ......... with many nwardlnl Irlendohlpa end 
had lotlen 10 know ..... 1 capab" .ltnrneyo. 

From 1978 to 1978 I w .. emp\oyad ... tha Slat. 
Deportmenl 01 CorncIr-. but I hoped olIO thot thlt 
would be. s .. pplns ....... bedt Inlo c ..... My ...... 
prnbellon counoelor ellowed me to d ... lop eorne 
leel lor tb. machlnatr- 01 court. More Importantly. 
the exposure to people l8r¥ed II • conUnulna 
Hlllmu In humen .Iure. Some uy. the mor ... ~ 
thl. bureaucracy w .. comical. At other tI_. when 
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I was really helpinl' kid square about. I feh ,reat 
.. n.factlon. The ,.ponslblllly 01' Involvemenl wllh 
other people's 1IY8I was enormous. I conrJuded lhlt 
oil this could be _"ohed In ... n~er oIyl •. \I 
paper .humln. WII the trend wfl, nol en .... In thl. 
with the ftera .nd adepln ... of tha .ttorney!1 On.lI, 
opplled .nd lulnllod • prom ... ·10 myoolf. "II lump 
Into the n .. ond deed 10 dona. 

In Ma, ItI7tI. tha Oral y_ allaw vhool Onally 
.nded. What • aJnIortlnl od)ustment I hod to mob 
from the .... work\. Toldns exam. -.ned like 
ahootlns dl ... ond II .. rned _Iy on ..... harnboob 
only halp when one rude whll •• w ..... 1 the d .. k. 
At Oral everyone tendad to hide tha holl-Corbln, 
81ac_. Dean WillI • ....,... Dr. Gilberta. My 
tactteo. however. had -. oImpl. __ Ih. ond 
when confusion enstteI. you must never pl., 
beahM. Summertime brou,hl employmonl ot • low 
nrm. After tIwt. experience 1 wu lun Wft were .11 In 
bll trouble. But the dlllinsulohed C. Harper 
AndertOll. for whom I Ilto clerkad blAt summer, 
helped ohow me how 10 .ho ... out 01 thot buckat of 
mud .. llad .... l_ 

In our IIOCOnd year. oil the II_ I • ..,.,.. I ha .. 
burled moll of the ,r.nd illusion. and ,.,.lIze that 
Ihll win be qulle • louah lob. I no Ion~r lionize 
lawyen •• OD'tIIllClenl enllU .. ln some ,,, •• chain of 
belnl_ I hPe .Idrmt.hed with the Irad" ehll ... law 
review. and the rltull of moot court. My. how the 
lepl Iopics aoss-reference one Inol""' .• nd such 
rudiments .. "oppel, capfttll "Ins, an" lien. have 
proven not 10 Intrinsically mysliryln ... Be wary. 
though ... John Levy oft remarks. for the law', 
open ...... ad and then will be luIur. ""Hlosroundo 
In 1981 ond beyood. 

The t-t pert. of lht. educational ptOMISJ aN truly 
lhe ......... lIt .... Doon Spons. Colonel Walck. ond 
Mr. RondI ....... he .. hed proIound Impor.l upon mo. 
hon .... lIlY unc:artaln ohllll .... Llkewl ... ma., of 
my ctaum.t.. wi" never be roqntton. II I. 
oomforllnl 10 know that lhen can be • nleh.ln thl, 
world for otherwise compeIenl c:rMIUret who 
c'- 10 "'"'" In Ih. any morIo. 

I am _lIy inclined Ioward ~en .. ol pradl ... 
for .erlety .. very much the spI .. of III. for me. 10m 
aIao Inclined to retum to the country and e"emptlo 
become.sood local pradltkmor.1 willdnmybeot to 
..,. that our mum not ....... In Isnat'l win,," when 
\he 1,,01 reouIt would be unfa .... bl. In my ellenl. 
Dean Sulll .... would. I bell .... be ..... t opprovlns 
oIlh .. paoIun. In fne houn I would like to Ir .... 
end pIo, tbe pie ..... After .11. I deolre I. become • 
compelenllowyer. bullndeod hope thai n_oI ..... 
madn_ wlU ollecl me too.........,.. 

Thent Ia. sood _IbIIK, Ihotl won1 be lnold. 0 
IedereI ............. very oft .... How ..... I would 
never fall.1o brinS ........ ult wh .. tha I ..... 
.,....... ~_. I con ...... 1 ... d .. amll, lhe 
_.... moao\os-"Your honor. my main 
lfIument 1110)' ._ potently 1II"'I1coI .nd 
oonlrary 10 all ..... 1_ pncedanta .nd ...... d 
public policy. Theoo fact. noIwHhot.ndl.l. I am 
c:onqJaIled 10 Implore you 10 ..... Ider the mattar In 
IIsht 01 thIo ..- p.....tnl ......... _11,. I 
.... t ai_yo wanlod 10 be ham" 


