| Think 1 Always

ome people will tell you thet it's a long way

from Westmoreland County to Marshall.Wythe,
but 1 never really bellaved that. The truth Is that
where I'm from everyone still goes to church, enjoys
the water, and no one becomes frenziad when the
Waoli Street Journal Is unobtainable. Many families
are engaged in the treditions) occupations of farm-
ing. timber-growing, or trading In seafood. Many
natives are independent folk who pride Ihemsslvu
on hard work end recrestion. The popularly known
“Northern Neck of Virginis™ is the bisthpiace of
Washington, Monros, and Lee. Verv little of
historical importance has oocurred thers since. The
practice of law provides a good desl of "other than
the weather” conversation, snd court day at the
county seats often suflices for serious entertalnment.

I am an only child. and my wife never fails to
remind me of this. All those who know me still
remind me also that | was a rather loquacious little
chap. My uncle, & carpenter, told me on more than
one occasion 1 would miss my caltine if 1 didn't
become a preacher or & lawyer. 1 supoose it wes
upon his early suggestion that I firt pondoered
legalness.

Before high school 1 spent many yonnger hours
exploring the lower Potornsc River. and these
escapades imbued me with some Indescribsble
sense of achievement. 1 would take long watks on
the beech. and imagine mysell in different heroic
roles. The first profession | was | tod in was the
military, but that was well befora I'd really

idered these ch called lawyers.

My ded never was overly impressed with
sticrneys. We all have our orl;lnul oplnlom yat ]
still think my father Is worthy of a d:
in common sense, He once temarked that lawyers
are very useful in creating an argument between two
people. 1 hope 1 have sincs convinead him that
regardlass of the source, the lawyer’s task !s to refline
the argument and carry it through.

Al the small rural high school in M

Wanted to
Be Here

(don’t hold it sgainst me) and was determined to do
well enough to get into Taw school. | majored in
history and pursued the nebulons pre-law

lound ndaolmhip gratliying Whol:‘:pp"i!d in wch

b as gow:
After some modest successes with my best [riend
and portner on the debste lesm, the Inwyer's role
was constantly returning to my mind as a possibls
career. By the end of my Junlor year in high school,
youthful bliss was gone. 1 hnd paﬂlcipalod in
student politics and definitet di d to
study law. 1 em more than ‘certain now that my
notion of what lawyers do was very romantic. 1 was
more consclous of criminal trisl work and
government service than | was of such duties as
serving s corporate structure or drafting land-sale
documents. | had heard by then the talea of the lives
of anly such men as Marshall, Webster. and F. Lee
Bailey.

To me then an sttorney had the best of all worlds.
He was both rensissance man and so avowed
manipulator in the power gams. The sttoray could
choose to aspire to high ideals or, falling short of
that, live by his wits and practice a sort of even-
handed craftiness. In recent times my visws both
have snd have nol changed.

T sitended ke University of Richmend In 1871

curricutum. 1 think my higgest mistake was in not
taking eccounting. We all must learn the linguistics
of money, you know. My most illuminating

experiences were by Kappa Sigma, details
of which would most assuredly be improper in
terary discourse.

I graduated in 1975 and begen working on my
future father-in-faw's marine construction crew. |
knew then 1 would return to gradusie schocl and
was everi more Intrigued by the prospects of
lawyering. Brends and | were martied. and later
luck ylelded a most superlative number one son. |
‘was blessed with many rewsrding friendshipe and
had gotten to know several capable sttarneys.

From 1976 ‘o 1978 1 way employed by the State
Department of Corrections, but | hoped also that this
would be a ahpplng slone b-d: into cluu My job sa
probation d me to develop some
feel for the mechinations of court. More importanily,
the exposure to people served as » continuing
seminar in human natitre. Some days the morass of
this bureaucracy was comicatl. At other times, when
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1 wag rully helping & kid aquare sbout. T felt great
satt The thility of involvement with
olher people’s Hives was enormous. | concluded that
all this could ba sccomplished in grander style. If
paper shuiffling was the trend why not enssge in this
with the flare snd adepiness of the attorney? | finally
applied and fulfilled a promise to mysel. Just jump
into the fire and deed is done.

In May 1879, the first yesr of law srhool finally
ended. What a contorting sdjustment | had to make
from the real world. Taking exams seemed ltke
shooling dice, and 1 learned early on that hornbooks
only help when one reads while awake al the desk.
At first everyone tended to hide the hall—Corbin,
Blacksions, Dean Willismson, Dr. Gilberts. My
tactics. however, had been simple enough, snd
when confusion ensues, you must never play
beshful, S time b at o law
firm, Aﬂotllnlexparhmlwuwr-wnwuoll in
big trouble. But the distinguished C. Harper
Anderson, for whom I also clerked lsst summer,
helped show me how to shovel oul of that bucket of
mud called legalese.

In our second year, ell the gloss is cone. | have
burisd most of the grand illusions and realize that
thia will be quite & tough job. 1 no tonger lionize
lawyets as omniscient entities in some grawt chain of
being. 1 have gkirmished with the gradn chase, law
review, and the ritua] of mool court. My, how the
legal topics cross-reference one another. and such
rudiments as estoppel, capital gains, and liens have
proven not 20 Intrinsically mystifyine. Be wary,
though. as John Levy oft remsrks, for the law 1s
open-ended and thers will be future battlegrounds
in 1981 and beyond.

The besl perts of ihis educstional prorass ere truly
the personalities. Dean Spong. Colonel Waick, snd
Mr. Renvdil have found impart upon me,
Ium my vncertain sbifities. Likewisa, many of

es wil nover ba forgniton. It |y

cnmluﬂln; to know that there can be & niche in this

world for otherwise competent creatures who
choou to react In |h|  crazy moda

d genersl praclice,

lm'urlotyllnrymm:h the spice of life for me. l am
also Inclined to retum to the country snd attempt to
become a good local practitioner. 1 will do my bedl lo
see that our courts not “strain a gnal's wings™ when
the legsl result would be unlavornble to my client.
Dean Sullivan would, | believe, be most approving
of this posture. In froe hours ! would like to travel
and play the piano. Aler sll, I desire to become »
competent lawyer, but indead hope that none of this
madness will sffect me loo seripusly.

There Is @ good possibility thet | won't be inside s
federal courthouse very often. However, I would
never fall fo bring such s suit when the lssues
present themselves. | can imagine dresmily the
opening monolog—"Your honor, my main
mey appest patently (lingical and
contrery 1o sl cognizable precedents and sound
public policy. These facis notwithstanding. 1 em

fied to implors you lo ider the mafler in
llghl of this most pressing context. Honestly, 1
almost always wanted to be hare!*




