
William & Mary Law School William & Mary Law School 

William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository 

Commencement Exercises Archives and Law School History 

5-20-2023 

William & Mary Law School Commencement Exercises (May 20, William & Mary Law School Commencement Exercises (May 20, 

2023) 2023) 

William & Mary Law School 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/commencement 

Copyright c 2023 by the authors. This article is brought to you by the William & Mary Law School Scholarship 
Repository. 
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/commencement 

https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/commencement
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/archives
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/commencement?utm_source=scholarship.law.wm.edu%2Fcommencement%2F87&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/commencement




COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 

Processional 

Grand Marshal 

Presentation of Colors 

National Anthem 

Welcome 

Student Commencement Speakers 

Presentation of Awards 

Introduction of Commencement Speaker 

Commencement Address 

Conferring of Degrees 

LL.M. Degree 

J.D. Degree 

Conclusion 

Presentation of the Mace 

Recessional 

Sylvanna Gross ' 23 
Student Bar Association President 

Langley Air Force Base Honor Guard 

Matthew McConnell '23 

A. Benjamin Spencer, Dean and Trustee Professor 

Andra Tofan LL.M. ' 23 
Suceava, Romania 

Sylvanna Gross ' 23 
Suffern, New York 

Walter L. Williams, Jr. Memorial Teaching Award 

John Marshall Award 

Lawrence W. I' Anson Award 

George Wythe Award 

Thurgood Marshall Award 

Dean Spencer 

The Honorable John Charles Thomas 

Dean Spencer 

Catherine Stahl 
Director of LL.M. Programs and Professor of the 
Practice 

Michael J. Ende 
Associate Dean 

Dean Spencer 

Stephen Steward '24 
2023-24 Student Bar Association President 



THE HONORABLE 

JOHN CHARLES THOMAS 

John Charles Thomas is a retired justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia and a retired Senior Partner of 
the law firm Hunton Andrews Kurth. A native of Norfolk, VA, he attended the segregated public schools of that 
city until 1965 when he enrolled at the formerly all-white Maury High School under what was called the 
Freedom of Choice school desegregation plan. He finished Maury as an honor student and entered the 
University of Virginia in September 1968 as one of three African Americans in the entering class of 1,400 
students; at that time the University of Virginia was still all males. Thomas finished UV a in 1972 earning his BA 
with distinction. Thomas next enrolled in the law school at UVa which he finished in 1975. 

In August of 1975 he became the first African American lawyer hired by the formerly all-white 
Richmond law firm Hunton Williams Gay and Gibson. He started work at the firm as a Public Utilities lawyer 
as part of the group of lawyers representing the state's largest power company. Later Thomas became a lawyer 
in the firm's litigation section where he represented major corporations in trial court and on appeal. On April 1, 
1982, Thomas made partner at Hunton and Williams making him the fust African American lawyer in American 
history to "go up the line" from associate to partner at a formerly all-white Southern law firm. 

On April 11, 1983, Governor Charles Robb appointed Thomas to the Supreme Court of Virginia, thus 
making Thomas the fust African American and, at 32 years of age, the youngest Justice in the history of 
Virginia. In late 1989 a medical problem caused Thomas to leave the court. In November 1989, Thomas 
returned to the Hunton law firm as Chief of the Appellate Practice group. He remained at the firm until his 
retirement in 2021. 

Thomas has served on the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee of the American Arbitration 
Association. Since 2004 he has been a judge of the Court of Arbitration for Sport in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
which rules on violations of the World Anti-doping Code for all Olympic sports, for the Tour de France, and for 
FIFA. 

Thomas served on the Board of Visitors of William & Mary from 2006 to 2017. He has lectured at the 
Interim University Center in Dubrovnik, Croatia on "Enforcing Interim Arbitral Awards Under the New York 
Convention"; he has twice delivered the Constitutional Law lecture to the Firsties at the United States Military 
Academy at West Point. He has also delivered the "First-Day, First Year" lectures at the University of Virginia 
School of Law and William & Mary Law School. He has taught Appellate Advocacy at the University of 
Virginia School of Law. In 20 19 he was the "Jurist in Residence" at the Gonzaga Law School in Spokane, WA. 
Thomas is an honorary Trustee of the Thomas Jefferson Foundation that owns and operates Monticello. He is the 
author of "The Poetic Justice," his memoir, which was published in October 2022. 



GRADUATES 

LL.M. 

Turki Albalawi * 
Saira Y Arzu-Gonzalez 
Wafa Ali Asiri 
Yutian Dai 
Geraldine Barisuleka Ezinwa Esq. * 
Chenghua Guo 
Samaher Hakami * 
Haoyu Han * 
Zhiliang Li 
Xinyi Lin * 
Peng Liu * 
Xiao Liu 
Hang Qi 
Jiahong Sun 
Andra Tofan * 
Gozdenur Ur 
Xing Xiong 
Zhao Xu * 
Pengyu Yao 
Gohar Zaman 
Zhang Jiayi 
Lu Zhang 
Yue Zhang * 
YuminZhang 
Guochen Zheng 
Mi Zheng 
Ting Zhu * 

J.D. 

Salem Beli Amare * 
Steven Calogero Amendola 
Kelsey Kay Anliker 3 
Erik Jason Askea 3 
Francesca Jane Babetski 
Anna Meredith Bailey 3 
Preston Wagner Ball 
J. Scott Bauer * 
Eric Joseph Beinhart * 
Caitlyn Marie Bender 
Ashim Bhandari 
Cara Blatter 
Sharon Lee Blevins * 
Megan C. Bodenhamer * 
Jesse Isaac Gordon Bogacz 
Jeffrey Alexander Boone * 
Austin James Bower * 
Melissa R Box * 
Allison Fisher Bradham 
Colin Fielding Brady 3 
Madelyn Mae Braman * 
Valerie Evonne Brankovic * 
Nicholas Elliott Brookings 
Kathryn Yeargin Brown 
Margaret Dulane Byers 
Grayson Carwile Campbell * 
Patrick J. Carr 
Devin Chase Carter * 
Christopher Chau 
Nora Weil Chetcuti 
Ashali P. Chimata * 
Enaita Chopra * 
Jon M. Christiana 
Julia Katherine Clements* 
Andrew Armstrong Coccoli * 
Danielle Cosimo-Bradfield * 
Maxfield Benning Daley-Watson 
Krishant Dania * 
Daniel H. Davies 
Adam Joseph Davis 3* 
Clara Mar Davis 1 
Michael Bryan Davis * 
Sarah Depew 
Vincent J. DiDonato * 
Alexandru Pontes Doncea * 
Kathleen Marie Dopkin 2* 
Matthew Steven Dorritie 3* 
Claudia Marie Dubay 1 

J.D. cont. 

Adriana Marie Dunn 2 
Cullen J. Enabnit * 
William Swadley Erwin IV 2 
Ghalia Estaiteyeh * 
Daniel L. Farraye 
Elizabeth Ann Farschon 
Lauren Elena Fernandez 
Sarah Elizabeth Fisher 1 * 
Karlin C. Foor 
Carlton Lee Fowler * 
Ana C. Franzoni 
Thomas James Galvin 2 
Claire Marguerite Freidel Ga
poschkin 2* 
Kristen L. Gartner * 
Rebecca Nicole Girardin 3 
Matthew J. Griffin 1 . 
Braiden Wallace Grogan 
Sylvanna Leah Gross * 
Alyssa Megan Grzesiak 
Aaron Benjamin Hale 
Linda Elizabeth Halfacre * 
Alexa Diana Halkias * 
Kathryn Elizabeth Halkias 1 * 
Zada Morgan Hall 
Zachary Andrés Handlin 
Lauryn Rene Hardy * 
Mitchell Buxton Harrison 
Zachary Michael Hassan * 
Emily Grey Hawkins * 
Israel-David JJ Healy 
Andrew J. Heiser 
Anna Rebekah Hill 
Rachel Hill 
Daniel C. Hillshafer * 
Hunter Hyde Hoffler 
Shelby R. Horner 
Andrew R. Huntsinger 
Timothy D. Intelisano 2 
Anna Therese Jacobeen * 
Eliza V James Unrein 2 
Gerald P. Jamison 1 * 
Madeline Olivia Jatczak * 
Leo P. Jobsis Rossignol 1 
Madison Clare Jones 1 
Ruth Ann Jones 3* 
Kaitlin Justison 1 
Emily Jolene Kabalin * 



J.D. cont. 

Darian L. Kanouff 2* 
Catherine Lucy Clare Kelly * 
David C. Keyes 2 
Charles Hanson King 
Charleigh Claire Kondas * 
Cameron S. Krause 
David William Kriebel * 
Kevin Christopher Kuczynski 
Carly Cecile LaForge 1 
Thomas Lyons Lascara 
George F. Leahy 
Charity Lehmann 
Cason R. Liles 
Ruolan Lin* 
Kyung Soo Liu-Katz 2 
Logan Joseph Losito 
Noah Spenser Lowe 
Megan Marie Lucci 
Andrea Macchiavello 
Joshua Ellington Mackinnon 3 
Zois Manaris 1 
Matthew Thomas Martin * 
Michael A. Martinez 
Marcel Alexander Massarani * 
Carter Swanson McCants 2 
Matthew Kevin McConnell 
Jeremiah Joel Meadows* 
Brian Thomas Messing 3 
Christopher R. Meyers 
Julian A. Miller 
Tyler Primm Miller * 
Benjamin Alexander Mogren 3 
Jayde E. Morgan 
Matthew Russell Morris 3 
Lydia Granda Mrowiec 3* 
Andrew Patrick Murphy 
Ryan Jeffrey Myers 
Maheen Nadeem 
Joseph Michael Naeem 
Katherine Kirkpatrick Naef 2* 
Victoria Rose Nauman 2* 
Cole A Nestler 
Robert Andrew Nevin 1 
Trevor Eli Newton 3 
Kelsey N. Nickerson* 
Chelsey Breanna Noble 3 
Monica Mary O'Donnell * 
Taylor Oglesby 

GRADUATES 

J.D. cont. 

Harlin Cecilia Oh * 
Mike Papakonstantinou 
Faith A. Parker 3* 
Nicole Katheryn Pasho 3* 
Levi Luke Patton 
Stephanie Maxine Perry * 
Jordon Sinclair Pollard 
Katherine Elizabeth Pollard 
Cole Augustus Poppell 3 
Emma Elizabeth Chylack Postel 
Lillian Pearl Potter 3 
Katharine Grace Priegues * 
Elena Pruett-Fiederlein 3 
Peter Francis Quinn 2* 
Olivia Asha Ragoowansi * 
Margaret Cruz Reach 
William Douglas Reach 3 
Ramchandra Bezwada Reddy 
Anna Reed Rhoads 2 
Rebecca Alice Roberts 
Hannah M. Robertson * 
Olivia Katherine Robertson 
Rachel Victoria Rogers 3 
Nancy Frances Atkinson Rosen 3 
Regan Sidley Rusher 
Mariia Safronova 
Sara Southward Sargent 
Can Sarihan 
Casey B. Sawyer * 
Andrew Eugene Scaglione * 
John Ellis Schaefer III 2 
Shannon Noe'lani Schmidt * 
Giselle A. Secada 
Noah David Sellars * 
Rachel Blanche Shelton 
Jaeseok Shin 
Kelsie Nicole Shipley * 
Emma Grace Shoemaker 
Connor John Skelly * 
Joseph E. Slattery 
Rachel Toni Sleiman * 
Ian L. Slingsby 2 
Scott Marcum Sloan 3* 
Shakuan D. Smith 
Elizabeth R. Sockwell * 
Mohammad Sajjad Soltanmohammadi 
Amanda Ellerine Stevenson * 

J.D. cont. 

Jonathan Parker Stigler 
Jon Paul Suttile * 
Jacqueline T. Thompson 
Angela Louise Rafols Tiangco * 
Kristina M. Tomulich 
Robert Glenn Tucker III 
Maggie E. Utecht 2 
Michelle Elizabeth Vallone 
Jordan N. Vanorsdale 
Kelsey Jordan Vita 
Cooper John Vorel * 
Alexandra Sara Wallach * 
YueWang3 
YuqingWang 
Theodore M. Weber 
Rebecca C. White * 
Daniel Paul Marquette Wicklund 3 
David M. Wilde * 
Gregory Broaddus Winder 
Jason Winston 1 
Shae Anna Woodburn 
Kayla Marie Worrall 
Caichen Xu 3 
Chelsea Lynn Yedinak 
Donghai Yu * 
Weston J. Zielke * 
Alanna Zunski * 
William J. Zurborg * 

Summa Cum Laude 1 
Magna Cum Laude 2 
Cum Laude 3 
Public Service Recognition * 
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