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ection @

Perspective

‘I don’t think we hdve
arrived—-but I think we
now have the potential. ...

N Wll iam B. Spong Jr.,
7. Dean, Marshall-Wythe School of Law

Law Dean

Dean William B. Spong Jr.
stands in'front of the new
‘building thathelped save the
status of the Marshall:
Wythe School of Law at the
College. of William and
Mary. The Structare was
dedicated yesterday in what
Spong. suggested was " the
culmination of “a day of
.7 miracles "

Of Politics and People

Spong on Polztz‘cwns', Teachers

By James Latimer
Tymes-Disputch Staff Writer-
WILLIAMSBURG — The question, which touchied on the
relativities of the world of teaching and the world of politics,
bmughl & slow_smile to the face of the man at whom 1( was

... Virginia, Spong was a bit surprised at the relative smallfess of
‘of four foran ermu.menwﬂewer than

the law school: a faci
50 law school students.

'nus fall Marshall.

huﬂdmg with a faculty of 24 fu.l ime {eachers and 15 paxe time

aim

“Iw|sh " said William B. SpongJr.,
‘more tolerant of politicians, and that politicians were more
tolerant- of people in academia. I think they could learn
something from one another.”

adjuncts. Th including
library and moot (or pracuce) courtroom uniquely rigged with
video-taping and other electronic devices to Lelp students see
and hear in‘mock trial grapplings, has a rated

This wasj
ing been & palitician helped. a man be.a better Teacher. and
‘whether having been & teachér-hélped a man -be a bet!
politician.

Spong, of course, has been, and probably still s, both.

He began (o teach at the same time he began to practice law,
‘back in 1948. A year or so later, he gave up teaching and took up
politics. After some 20 years of successful politicking, during

irgini Assembl

capacity of 600 students. Ideally, however, Spong thinks the ur-
dergraduate enroliment should be kept closer to 500, plus
graduate students mostly specializing in tax’ courses that dis-
tinguish the Marshall-Wythe curriculum, 5o as to preserve the
closer sized
school.

i
of 1848, it also spans the 1950’ arid 1960's, when Spong emerged

and in the U.S. Senate, he was defeated for re-¢lection as U.S.
senator in‘1672. And then he decided to turm again to teaching.

* FORNEARLY FIVE YEARS, he has been Dean Spong of the
Marshall-Wytheé Schooi of Law at the College of William and
Mary in this ancient Colonial capital, where a dedication
ceremony ves(erday symbolized the achievement of one of his
‘major goal i S

atcosts mmmg nearly $6 million, for which the state provided
about $5.2 million and private sources provided about $300,000

more.
At the time of the conersione laying, some 16 monus ago,
. Chief Justice Warren Burger at the new law school
‘building, along with the ad,zccm Nationai Center for State
Courts, ““ongof
in " Another € twice-
reborn old law school. whlch s Somsimes cahod he nation’s
firstor oldest me of the -
novative facilities of its kind anvwher:
ehe time of g, o0, I
miracles,  because *this Jaw school really jsn"t supposed to be:
here.”

(Established by the college board on Dec. 4, 1773, at the
urgings of Gov. Thomas Jefferson, as a professorship *'of law
aud palice.” the teaching ofIaw was broken oft during the Civil
War, not
in1939, onl
ni.)

IN A CONVERSATION SOMETIME before yesterday's
dedication, Spong was asked what, if the cornerstone day wasa
day of miracles, e would call the dedication day.

“It is still part of the same daya( miracles— a sort of final
culminavion of that day,” es, I think it is a miracie
that anditover-

came so many adversities.”
X thattheschool
edv.he “major lawcenter’* smm:eofwmchcmef.msuoesnrger

"1 dan 't think we have arnved nml think we now have the
potentl predicted.... We
butl

Iy believe we're.on the way." ~
ri on thela:
sion — when nobody, notevena

the 1976 General Assemb!

It took the 1976 Assembly a Saturday night snd unti 90 clock
Sunday morning tosettiea fiscal controversy that threatened o
deprive William and Mary of construction funds for the law
building. And it took more Suspenseful work to put over the 1977
bond issue to which the project was then relegated, along with
other major capital outlays for higher education.

INTHE FL

day in September, 1948, when Spong drove here from his home

city of Portsmouth toreport to Dean Dudley W. Woodbridge and

‘begin to teach a course in international law and a §nurgg32
stba

pa
froma year of gr 3
law, along i atthe
Edinburgh, after taking his law degree in 1847 at University of

k!

special interest in education. His first political venture was to
campaign vigorously in 1949 for the Byrd organization’s guber-

in-

James
Latimer

natorial candidate, John S. Battle, whose sons, Joha Jr..and
Wllham were

* acrogs the state, wasnot included n the 1974-76 biennium budget

Threat to Accreditation
Prompted W&M Facility

By Wilford Kale
Times- l')mpm,rh Smle Staff

WILLIAMSBURG -— nearly 500 students at
(heMarshan»Wy;heSchnpl of Lawat e Collegeof William and

term hatwi
hmnally dedicated yesterday. i .

edanbmryanaww
because of a threat in the mid 19705 by the American Baﬁ
unless

library Tacilities and several other items were. improved.
Trere were persons at those tiriies who felt strongly tha
threat

25 & straw man (o be knocked down by the construction dollars
then almost routinely provided by the Gerieral Assembl

MONEY FOR THE. WILLIAM AND MARY law schoof;
however, was nev er €asy to come by and an examination of
Gocuments, Jetters and communcations between William an2
Mary and ABA officials between 1973 an2 1978 reveals that the

itwas

very real. :
In 1967 the law schiool and its Hibrary moved into rename}
quarters-at the old William and Mary library building. It was
5 e move that dig:
i ibi , especially

designed for the law school,

In the meartime, thers was a move among state legol gz

sburg the headquarters of the National Center for smecouni

then temporarily located in Denver.

Gov. Linwood Holton was very insirumenta, ia getting t
National Center to finally select Willlamsburg as headquartery
site in 1973, It was also Hﬂwnwho first had a great vision ofa

ecmnew[acml_v(urwiuxamandMary‘sMarshalLWynheScm;
of Law.

ALTHOUGH “FHE PUBLIC has- fiever beei 1oid, the. sl
school accreditation probiem began as ear)yaslmg. 45, 1978
when the Ameri
and its accreditation coimittee reviewed'a réinspection
Marshall-Wythe,-

Masy law school appeared to have deficiencies in its physichl
facilities, library and operating biudget and that study space
mc E th ABA staj

e State-of- The-Commomincalth address 1 Janary, 197,
out-going Gov. Holion included the féquest for anew law Schos)
building at Wil iam and Mary in bis remarks and in hs budget
calling upon the General Assembly to fund the project.

‘The construction, along with dozens of other such pm)el§

that was adopted and the college continued to grapple with lh's
growing ABA specter. - :

LIC ‘INDICATION of any-accreditatio
at the law schiool came on Dec: 3, 1974 when the Sta
Eouncil of Higher Education, in ateponrelcaseduR:chmDn
seid theAmerican Bar Association and the Association
AmericanL:
Mary law school was *“submarginal” and that accreditation of

SRR g

- the laiw school Is, theréfore, in jeopardy until de{lclalmesm

corrected.
James P. Wiyte, then dean of MarshallWythe said in
résponse that *“Tosay our accreditation is in jeapardy is abit 6f

e. Frankly, weneed tosit more people inourlibrary. .. weneed
Tmore space for the number of sradents enrolled
‘Wythe and the coilege were putiing upa goodlmnt ‘becau:
they did know that accreditation was in jeopardy; if ot then,
within the next several montbs.
In January, 1975, William and Mary officialsdecided that '.be

Wit.h other generally Byrd pon,
Continued on Page 3, Col 1

ilding,
Continued on Page 3, Col. §
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Day of Miracles at Law_But What for Democrats!

Continued From First Page about everything in the way of law practice that conld come
_— . P N alongin nd—oh, lrankly,l]usl
Joined in the successful “Young Turk" rebellion thatjarredthe ;o206 R, more i
Tundcs or Which is better, politics or teaching?

bigher education at the 1954 egisiative session. Then heupseta
Tocally poweriui Byrdman to win Portsmouth's Senate seat,
‘which he held until he upset another well-entrenched conser-
vative backed by the Byrd oid guard in the 1966 Democratic
primary for U.S. senator.

SINCE THE 1966 general election, in which Spong and Harry
F. Byrd Ir. constituted the victorious Democratic tickei—with
Spong the front-ru e
‘governor has won in Virginia. Himself upset in 1972 by a most
conservative Regublican, Spong could irace his defeat to the
burden of the McGovern presidential ticket, to a heavily-
imanced media bz for his opponent — and perhaps tohis 0w

campaign mi

After the 1972 defeal and atter serving as general counsel 0
animpor s
ing his private practice of law at Portsmouth, why rhd Spmg

small law school with a doubtful, if not precarious, {umre’,’
“Well. that's difficult to answer ... I think I had done just

“T've enjoyed both— ailof ieTve enjoyed teaching, which T
sought in the first place, to help me get established in the prac-
tice of law. I enjoyed the practice of law. And T a!way< enjoged
politics — even though T wasn't a good politician ..

That jed to
of teaching and peliticking.

“I THINK TEACHERS SHOULD HAVE more respect for
politicians than they do. I think Iunderstand people. I think lhe
practiceof law ple

~Tdon' think a successful lawyer can be clinically detached
from humanity, from

Ttk i we areere o educate people to become lawyers
andif we dor failing
as wellas tne.v virtes, then we wil b doing  lss than com-

ot Iaw
“Po}

s can make you arrogant. It can also make you very
humble.

Richmond Times-Dispatch, Sun., Sept. 14, 1980 G-

Threat to Accreditation

Prompted W&M Facility

Continued From First Page

fund plea until the 1976 meeting of the General Assembly When
the college would niake the law school its No. 1 priority item.
T July, 1975, the accreditation picture came-into sharper
focus. During the 197375 umzspan, college officials bad been
submitting progress e ABA section on legal
education: On Tty 1013175, the sectonts amanen adopteda
stmngly worded resolution highly critical of the law school and
very g “abou! ing matters:

(1) the
fact that.portions of the law school are housed in four (ad-
ditional) buildings.

(2) Continued inadequacy of faculty sataries... which are
below the national median and below those schools in the

hic area where William and Mary is located.

() Continued inadequacy of professional staffing for the law
library.

@)

(5) Need for a clarification of autonomy of the law school ad-
‘missions office an

(6) Th s problems in i for
faculty members.

FOR REASONS KNOWN ONLY to William and Mary of-
ficials, it was not, however, until Sept- 24, 1975 that Dr. Thomas
A. Graves Jr., president of William and Mary, called a press

Atthattime

told of oni; the ABA.

On Oct. 14, the remaining two points, mvulvmg internal

relationskips: between the law school and the coliege ad-
‘ministration, were publicized.

Th howeve
around the building, College officias concended all along that

of the state capitol and talking to friends in the legislature.
0 me last day of the 1976 General Assembly $486,150 was

a parkmg lotat the law bildingsite, The bulding had sot been
funded, but a major step forward had been accomplished.

The ABA, however, wauldnotback off,OAMaY 13,1976, Spong
and acting law school Dean Emric Fischer traveled to o Cicago
to appear before a meeting of the council of the Section of legal
education of the ABA to explain William and Mary’s position
vis 2 vis the accreditation problem.

‘The session lasted about four hours and Spong recalled fast
week that he was able “1o tell the ABA council that we had ob-
tained money for site clearance and a parking iot. I told them

thatif they Virginia,
without building something next to it,” Spong explained.

“That seemed to convince the ABA of Virginia's commit-
‘ment” to biild a new law school building at William and Mary.

SPONG AND FISCHER also described to the council, in
detail the corrective means that had been taken at the law
1y, slisted

in the ABA raso]umm,
Autonomy for the admissions problem had been reaffirmed,
Spong and Fischer reported and the General Assembly had
ies. The 1973 visita-
median law

tion inspecti

chool
schools. By 197575, the college had moved the school to a posi-
on of $3rd among 155 law Schools.

Law library staffing had been sigrificantly improved by the
‘hiring of a full-t m'rnz mu, quullﬁﬂd law librarian and two other
qualified librariarn terim moves had e to im-
prove the phyﬁlcal iacﬂm&‘ at the Jaw school.

T

theother

conid not be corrected it e of a new law
school. building.

I Dwemher, 1975, the ABA was awareof the intense effort to

menew(auhty By!ha!tlmemrmerL’S Sen. William B. Spong
Ir. Marshail-

be votod on by Virginians in November. Then Gov. Mlls E.
Godwin Jr., Who spearheaded approval of the referendum, is
credited by Spong as giving the project its final push.

The referendum was approved and the ABA was off the law
school’s back. Within two days of the referendun’s passage,

Wynhe, succecdmg W‘“m‘

ttohelp
for the school, working i

Looking back at the better potiticians he had Known, Spong

thought they had at lea:
- standing of what ks people tick”

1 think some of i d
thing. I don’t think: politics.

think how you lecture (as law teacher) can iry to relate it in
human terms, rather than just as something out of a book.”
Somehow,
of Spong’s as head of the law school.came up. The reporter
recalied hearing how Pollard, after winning the Virginia attor-
electionin 1913, lost y election for gover-
norin1917and th iimself toteaching
mentat - Byrdto
Yeunite the Virginia Democratic Party and the Byrd organiza-
tion as the 1920 gubernatorial nomine after the political dis-
asters of the 1928 presidentiaf election.

SUPPOSE SOME SORT of similar tall or draﬂ \.zlme nexl
fogether and ure ack msemme Sirays 1 hel win e 1961
subernatorial election

““Well, firstof all, 1 dm: 't think that's going to happen. Infact,
T'm so certain I don't think we ought to speculate about it.

derway.

“Butevenif itdid, I’ve sort of put my political daysbehind me,
for two reasons:

“First,
ing to do here. Politics is all consuming — ynn‘ve ot 10 be
srepared togive ollth time t demands,

do here
politics:
thought

A aresuit, I'm five years out of touch (With actwe
Tdon't think thatway anymore, and 1 don’tthinkI’'m
of that way any more.

WELL, POLLARD WAS 10 YEARS OUT, Tl touch, but he ran

and won. But what was Spong’s second
““The other reason is that, having done whati vPlhne 'vejust
hat, even if 1 Iwouldnotbe

interested .

itich icted toteaching,
had he set any time period or goals for his work at William and
Mary?

**No, as to time, but I think I will know when it's time 10 go.
Yes, i wanted to accomplish certain things when I came here.
‘The building was one of them. There areothers. to improve and
advance the law school, that I hope will be forthcoming in the -
near future. And T'll just decide what to deafter that happens.

i
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