
William & Mary Law School William & Mary Law School 

William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository 

Incorporating ChatGPT in the Legal Research & 
Writing Classroom Full Conference Schedule 

Aug 4th, 4:00 PM 

The Starting is the Hardest Part: Using ChatGPT to Overcome The Starting is the Hardest Part: Using ChatGPT to Overcome 

Writer’s Block Writer’s Block 

Margie Alsbrook 
Mercer University School of Law 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt 

 Part of the Science and Technology Law Commons 

Alsbrook, Margie, "The Starting is the Hardest Part: Using ChatGPT to Overcome Writer’s Block" (2023). 
Incorporating ChatGPT in the Legal Research & Writing Classroom. 11. 
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt/schedule/fullschedule/11 

Copyright c 2023 by the authors. This article is brought to you by the William & Mary Law School Scholarship 
Repository. 
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt 

https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt/schedule
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt?utm_source=scholarship.law.wm.edu%2Fincorporating_chatgpt%2Fschedule%2Ffullschedule%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/875?utm_source=scholarship.law.wm.edu%2Fincorporating_chatgpt%2Fschedule%2Ffullschedule%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt/schedule/fullschedule/11?utm_source=scholarship.law.wm.edu%2Fincorporating_chatgpt%2Fschedule%2Ffullschedule%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt




Reports

Emails

Proposals

Assignments

The 
Starting

Is The
Hardest 

Part

How
ChatGPT
Can Help

You Tackle
Your

“TO DO”
List



Editing is always easier 
than writing …

So even a messy first 
draft …

Is better than a blank 
page



Generative AI
Can Give You 
A Messy 
First Draft 
to Edit



Even Better:
It Can Give
You a 
Decent  
Second Draft
to Edit 



Sample Task: Write a Letter of Rec For A Student
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Sample Task: Write a CLEANER Letter of Rec For A Student
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Sample Task: Invite Your Colleagues to a Candidate’s Job Talk
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Sample Task: Write a SHORTER Job Talk Invite
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Suggestion:

Type your question to the AI
like you would to a distant friend, 

or maybe a great aunt.

Someone you know has a sincere desire to be helpful,
but you are pretty sure won’t truly “get it” 

without some extra context.



Sample Task: Write an Email to a Colleague About a Complex Etiquette Problem
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CHATGPT CAN WRITE THESE KINDS OF THINGS IN SECONDS

➢ Emails inviting people to events
➢ Lunch with candidates
➢ Student events
➢ Meetings

➢ Student letters of recommendation
➢ Thank you emails to colleagues, or people you work with on volunteer projects
➢ Descriptions for your course proposal
➢ Proposals for conferences
➢ Titles for papers, talks, or events
➢ Reports to administration
➢ Emails containing requests
➢ What else is on your to do list today? Why not let ChatGPT give it a shot?





What is Socially & Academically Acceptable?
TBD My Friends … 



Go forth & put AI

to work for you!

Free Accounts Available at

Chat.OpenAI.Com

Questions?

Comments?

Want to talk further?

Alsbrook_M@law.mercer.edu
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