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deats of mcmlegeofwunm and
sciml and who has not returned
wasling t0 ak i he would consider

Spong wns the winner: of an unscnenuﬁc miurma] pou of
committee members who were asked to name.their top three
choices for:the Senate nomination.

Votes were weighted on 2 3-2-1 point basis and Spong had 137

points: Trailing hlm:lliller (118), Andrews (95) alld Plck&tt .

(!1)

1972
hy Ianner ‘Sen. Willidmn L. Scott, in part because of poor
and because he was vietim of one of the

Bit the euphona was couplcd with nn'ccrtamty whoth
the 1982 Democratic Senate omince will be and whether be
will be able to maintain the party as Cremins’ vital force. -

Not surprisingly, commitiee members talked in. small
groups of propsective candidates, some of whom were present
at yesterday’s meeting. Among those there who have been

- mentioned as possible carididates were former At Gen-
eral Andrew P. Miller, a narrow loser in 1978 to Sen. Johit W.
Warner, and state Sens. Hunter B. Andrews of Hampton and
Joseph V. Gartlan Jr. of Fairfax. And Del Owen B. Pickett of

firginia Beach was there in his role as state party chairman.
But the man who emérged as the favorite of many of the

miim\s first negat

: support at a Friday’

ve-média advertising campaigns. -
A possible Spong ‘candidacy reportedly also received warm
meeting of a broad range of white and
Mlack party leaders. The meeting drew.national committee-

- of the

| conventlon on same date as GOP

mgn state party n!ﬁcels, General Assembly ‘members and at
least two congressional district chairmen, Angus H. Macaulay
and Robert Crouch of the 5th.

There also were expressions of backing for Pickett, who was
viewed as a maa who would be able, as Robb did, to command
support from the state’s financial

THEANIONO I imes- L1SPatcn, dBN., UEC. 19, LYo

% . 3 -

traditionally have chosen candidates in a primary, will-pate
their 1982 Senate candidate at a convention. The Demoifats’
first cotwention to name a Senate candidate in more manme
decades was in 1978 when Miller was nominated.

In voting to bold U’le 1982 convention in Roanoke, the
b e r

One source denied that the meeting had been designed to
launch a stop-Miller movement. But another source said that
some-at the meeting talked of Miller, who also was a narrow
Toser to Henry Howellin the divisive 1977 gubernatarial prima-

1y, as a “man who-has had his chances” -

Crouch acted as offcial spokesman for those who attended

what as “we
talked about everybody who has been tnostioned by the Great
Mentioner.” Crouch said the group will meet again in January,
with ifs goal being to achieve’ party unity behind what 1t
perceives to be the strongest.

A search for party unity was the reason Democrats, who

y

steering comml(tee wmch met yesterday morning. A popgsal
by a smattering of Northern Virginia central committee fem-
bers to hold a primary was rejected by a voice vote. ' &

The steering committee briefly considered a May, 21:22
convention, but abandoned that idéa because, one of its mem-
ber said later, “almost every college and high school in ViFgiflia
is holding graduation that weekend.” 47T

other action, the central committee approved the addition

of a representative of the Democratic Black Caucus toothe
policy-making steering committee. The move was urged:dsa
means of recognizing the overwhelming black suppm-t{gr
Robb, Davis and Baliles.
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