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Spong rules out
Senate, court bids

By Jmes Latimer

Special Correspondent

< WILLIAMSBURG — Nei-
ther judicial robe nor senato-
rial toga can lure former US.
Sen. ‘William B.

.Answering questions last
week from 2 pair of visiting

newsmen whom he has knowa

fm' many years, Spong efec-
tively removed

the field of pmspechve o -

dates” for the Virginia Su-
the

State Central Committee
members one week ago indi-
cated Spong was clearly fa-
vored for senator by these ac-
tive party workers. When

Democratic nomination,
Spong led a dozen dr so pros-
pects with 137 points 1o the
Tunner-up's 118,

Asked first if he were inter-
ested inrunning for the Senate «

EN

File Photo
William B. Spong Jr.
A quick and firm ‘no’
seat to be vacated by Harry F.
Byrd Jr. on Jai. 3, 1983, Spong

added this one-sentence
explanation:

“I think the Democrats need
and should have a candidate

* whose-appetite for public oi-

fice is greater than mine.”

‘His response to the question
of whether he might be avail-
able for the Supreme Court

Continued on Page 2, Col. 4
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‘a b

Happy where he is, Spong asserts -

Contintied From First Page
vacancy to be left Jan. 1 by the
retiement of Justice:Albertis
s, Harnscn Jr-seemdat first

e.
"an e began, “T
[pause] — I will not ask that
my name be _considered for
that position.”

“It would be an honor to
succeed Albertis Harrison on
that court, But 'm not quite
ready to leave here. I like *
what 'm doing, particularly
the. teaching, and I think Il
stay around a while”  ©

‘What Spong has been doing
sincelate 197515 dedmanngau
s efforts to the rebui
“and improving of the venera:
ble but once shaky law school
that was founded under Gov.
Thomas Jefferson and Profes-
sor George the Col-
lege of William and Mary in
1779.

Former. “Young Turk”
A former “Young Turk” and

“state senator in the General

Assembly: Democrat Spong
was Virginia's juntor U.S. sen-
ator in 1666-72. He was upset,a

casualty. of the McGovern .

presidential debacle, by Re-
publican William Sectt, large-
Iy @s-a result of a slashing

electronic media blitz 11

nanced in the clésing three
weeks by a $250,000 “loan”
from. one. man, the late JB.
Stetson.Coleman. .

After his defeat, Spong qui-
etly withdrew ffom the public
gase to concenirate on more

research:and wii

it now.

In his slowly spoken, delib-
erate’ way, Spong minimized
fhe possibilities that, any Sort
of “draft Spong” moverent
might develop for the court. or
‘Senate, and indicated
that he would decline if ll dxd

He has a commitment to
himself £6 stay at W&M until
certain things are accom-
plished, which means until
some indefinite time in the fu-
ture, he said. More than that,
he cited approvingly a recent
article that quoted him as say-

v

og on légal
and gnv&nmenm ‘policy mat-

ters, as Well as practicing law

and feaching Jaw courses at
several-nstifutions:

Reporters and friends talk-"

ing to him Jate last week got
the impression he was 5o hap-
pily established in :the ‘aca-
demic world — b once said he
was determined not to become
2 professional ex-senator, but
to carve out a new career —
that he was not about to leave

ing he and Mrs. Spong hay
mever been happier thad mey

‘That doestt inéan he might
not ‘eventually move on to
something else, be said. He

wouldn't speculate now on
what it might be, but it quite
evidently won't be toward the
Congress, even'if his age — he
was 61 September 29 — were
no consideration.

“Recalling how he spent
about $133,000 on his 1966
campaigy, Spong guessed it
would cost $2 million or more
to wage the same sort of cam-

paign next year. “The obliga-
tions one miight encounter in
raising that money would be
burdensome to me,” he said.

What the Dernocrats need,
he'said, is “someone Who hu-
gers for the position and is
willing to begin right now and
work full time for it from now
on.”. No, he wouldn't suggest
any mames, but “I hope they
will fibd a candidate ... Who
will continue the momentum
that was undoubtedly started”
by the Democratic sweep of
the three top state offices this
year.

(The 1981 election, of
Charles 5. Robb as govérnor
‘marked the first time Virginia,
Democrats have won either a

bernatorial or ~senatorial
election sincé Sporg and Har-
ry F. Byrd Jr. were elected
together as Democrats in
1966)

“T was very happy being a
senator. ... It's one of the
greatest jobs in the world,” he -
said. Then, with a little chuck-.
1e, he added: “I guess what you
have to do to get. is
something that_you have to
consider as well” .
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