
William & Mary Law School William & Mary Law School 

William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository 

Incorporating ChatGPT in the Legal Research & 
Writing Classroom Full Conference Schedule 

Aug 4th, 11:00 AM 

The Case for Iterative Legal Writing Practice with ChatGPT The Case for Iterative Legal Writing Practice with ChatGPT 

Joseph Regalia 
UNLV William S. Boyd School of Law 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt 

 Part of the Science and Technology Law Commons 

Regalia, Joseph, "The Case for Iterative Legal Writing Practice with ChatGPT" (2023). Incorporating 
ChatGPT in the Legal Research & Writing Classroom. 2. 
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt/schedule/fullschedule/2 

Copyright c 2023 by the authors. This article is brought to you by the William & Mary Law School Scholarship 
Repository. 
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt 

https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt/schedule
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt?utm_source=scholarship.law.wm.edu%2Fincorporating_chatgpt%2Fschedule%2Ffullschedule%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/875?utm_source=scholarship.law.wm.edu%2Fincorporating_chatgpt%2Fschedule%2Ffullschedule%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt/schedule/fullschedule/2?utm_source=scholarship.law.wm.edu%2Fincorporating_chatgpt%2Fschedule%2Ffullschedule%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/incorporating_chatgpt


Joe Regalia
William S. Boyd School of Law, UNLV

The Case for 
Iterative Legal 
Writing Practice 
with ChatGPT



Let's Chat GPT!

Some quick background1

Iteration Three Ways2

Final ideas3
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Iteration: Continuously
improving in steps.



GPT Iteration 3 ways

Iterative GPT Skills Iterative LRW + GPT teachingIterative Legal Writing that 
Includes Tech
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Followup Prompting



Followup Prompting



Followup Prompting



Experimentation



Iterating Process improvement





Iterative Legal Writing Process that Includes Tech

Initial 
information-
gathering stage

Research Stage

Outlining Stage

FIrst-Draft Stage
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Tech Tools

Project Management 

Process Management

Task Apps

Information Storage Apps

Citation Tools

Collaboration Tools

Generative AI

Tech Tools

Legal Research platforms

Search tools

Document Analyzers

Generative AI

Tech Tools

Visual Brainstorming Tools

Outlining formatting tools

Generative AI











Teach core skills first, then use GPT to reinforce. 

Teach a core analysis, research, or 
other skills

Use GPT together, or on their 
own, to experiment, practice, 

and reinforce

Keep improving mastery of 
skills first—using GPT to create 
endless practice, interaction, 

and experiementation
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Teach core skills first, then use GPT to reinforce. 

Teach citations
Use a structured GPT 
prompt together or 

individually to practice. 

Reflect on results and 
improve!
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Some Big Picture Options

All-in: Train students how to use 
tools; unleash them on all 

assignments

Middle-ground: Allow 
structured use on one 

assignment or offer a targeted 
assignment

Exposure: Introduce some 
reading or interactive 

resources to students have 
basic concepts
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GPT Tricks

Your session learns: There are fancy 
ways to create your own model, but 
no need for individuals: Your 
account tracks your conversations

Reduce made-up answers: 
"Respond 'Unsure about answer' if 
not sure about the answer."

Give examples: The more examples 
of what a good answer would look 
like, the better

Control the length: "Keep the 
answer short and concise."

Give an instruction, then context: 
"Answer the question based on the 
context below."

COT Prompting: Drastically 
improves complex tasks, just prime 
by saying "Use a step by step 
process" 
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Legal Writing Prompts

"Come up with a theme 
for ___ issue"

"Come up with an 
analogy for this 
sentence. 'The 
defendant's delay...'"

We have a huge list at 
Write.law!

"Create an email 
summary of these 
notes [insert meeting 
notes]"

"Improve the transition 
between these two 
sentences: [insert text 
to be transitioned]”

"Summarize the main 
arguments in this text 
[insert brief text]"

"Choose a better verb 
for this sentence that 
conveys ____"

"Pick better adjectives 
in this sentence to 
convey ___"

"Create a table from 
this data: [your data]"
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