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The Realities of Climate Change  and the Need for 

New Engagement in Hampton Roads, VA 

Adaptive Planning for 
Flooding and Coastal Change 

in Virginia: Next  Steps for 
the Commonwealth 

December 5, 2014 



Presentation Overview 

• Community Synopsis 
 

• Local Climate Change Impacts  
 

• The Need for New Community 
Engagement 

 
 



Southeast CARE Project 

In 2011, the Greater 
Southeast Development 

Corporation (GSDC) 
partnered with US EPA’s 

CARE (Community Action 
for a Renewed 

Environment) program 
under a Level I Cooperative 

Agreement 



Southeast Community of Newport News, 
Virginia 



Hampton Roads, Virginia 



Storm Surges, Flooding  and  
Sea-Level Rise 

Joe Fudge / Daily Press / September 9, 2014  



Engagement 

Engagement of Low-Income, Minority, Tribal 
and Indigenous Communities Requires 

Authentic Commitments  at the Federal, 
State , and Local Levels. 

 



Engagement 



Engagement 

Engagement of our Communities Must be a Forethought 
and not an Afterthought. 



Engagement 

Engagement of our Communities is Different than 
Engagement of the General Public/Population. 



Engagement 

Engagement of our Communities is a Must to Ensure 
Resiliency in the Aftermath of Climate Change Impacts. 

Remnants of Ernesto ; Sangjib Min, Daily Press / September 1, 2006 

Sangjib Min, Daily Press / August 28, 2002 



Engagement 

Credit: WAVY/Walter HIldebrand 
Adrin Snider, Daily Press / October 1, 2010 
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