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2022-2023 STANLEY H. MERVIS LECTURE
IN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

"AGAINST PROGRESS: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND

FUNDAMENTAL VALUES IN THE INTERNET AGE"

PROFESSOR JESSICA SILBEY, BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

COMMENTARY BY PROFESSOR PATRICIA A. BANKS, MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

When first written into the Constitution, intellectual property aimed to facilitate the "progress
of science and the useful arts" by granting limited rights to authors and inventors.

Today, when rapid technological evolution accompanies growing wealth inequality and
political and social divisiveness, the constitutional goal of "progress" may suggest more
fundamental human values such as equality, privacy, and distributive justice, redirecting IP's
emphasis to the commonweal instead of private interests.

Professor Silbey will highlight key themes and disputes to examine the experience of everyday
creators and innovators navigating IP laws in the current internet eco-system and will
encourage a refiguring of the substance of "progress" and the purpose of IP in terms that
demonstrate the urgency of art and science to social justice today.

Friday, February 10,2023, 12:50 p.m., Room 127, Law School
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