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Marshall-Wythe School of Law on Wl.lllam and Mary Campus

W&M Law Situation Is

By Wilford Kale
Times-Dispatch State Staff
WILLIAMSBURG — The quiet, serene atmosphere of
students busily studying for examinations these days at the
Marshali-Wythe School of Law at The College of William and
Mary belies the tense situation which the school and college of-
ficials currendy face.

i Propos-
ed appointment of black Richmond lawyer Jeroyd X. Greeneas
visiting associate professor at the natlon's oldest 1aw school.
Greene would be the law school's first black professo

Added to the tense feeling have been indications from Rich-

dState Sen. Eqward E. Willey that: i i

beinjeopardyif
sue the college if the board of visitors fails to approve his con-
tract at its meeting here this week

Inpasty
and has been working quietly, according to Dean James P.
WhyteJr.,

HOWEVER, EVEN current law school students and faculty

will Candld]y acknowlmdgs that seveml years ago, of the four

nia—at! Richmond, Univer-

sity of Virginia, Washington and Lee Universicy and at William

end Mary — the Villiamsburg school probably ranked last
because the school was not widely known.

ere were aéverdl easons. The school was small then, with

only about 2 hundred students in the mid-190s, compared with

today's enrollmentof about 450. The staff, likewise, was smail

| Admis-

Continued on Page 7, Col. 1
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Dean James P. Whyte Jr. in His Office
a

Working ‘to Improve.

Good Operation”



W&M Law Situation Is ‘Tense’

The school atso received specially allocated funds totaling
$300,000 for the next biennium as an enrichment program for
faculty salaries and the law library. With these funds the-total
teaching budger for text year will probably be more than
$500,000.

Continued From First Page
i pressing; wasnot
meykom, -
tunately for Maryand
Marsnall -Wythe, the school was able mbegln to move with the
y
Shew and William and Mary began 10 t: those
derhan

ds.
To meet that particular challenge, the
‘President Dr. Davis Y. Pashcall, wnrklng Wllh law sdmol o!-
ficiais, pressed for
rhrary

rs, off and on, the law school had lived in *‘tem-
pumrv" quaners From 1953 until 1967 it was hm:sed on two

floors of a men’s dormitory. In September 1967, the sckool mov- William
ed into its first permanent home‘ then “'spacious” Marshall-
Wythe Hall, t

‘Those funds were critical,” Whyte said. “We
i) s]lppmg into a position were we could get good faculty

Vecond }zm hold them.”

1o develop programs in judicial administration,” Wythe said,

of lar-.'\es the lav.ully hl:lleves. will make recruiting of
‘professors less cum cult,

of the school is hased nationally on its faculty and their

the law school.

But the law school quickly outgrew its space and now the
school again faces need for more space. Also, for accreditation
pirposes, it needs a larger library.

THE GROWTH IN students and staff has made a better law
school, said Whyte. *“We increased enroliment to increase com-

faculty
and curriculum.”

Whyte feel that ths law school’s academic strength Ties in the
fact that Marshall-Wythe, like the undergraduate strength at
William and Mary, “‘gives people here a well-rounded
education.” In this case, he said, “for the general practice of
Taw:

iyte said he has received many “complimentary letters
from alumai who stress that their sducation at the law school
was broad and strong.

- After i * hesaid, own
‘speciality.” The school's own program of tax law and the
masters of law in taxation is known and respected on the east

oast,
" And the school's annual tax conference draws participants —
attorneys. students accountants and other business and
ssional groups — from a four-state
The Greene controversy is the first idespreat contraversy
thelaw schooi has experienced since the summer of 1965 whena
Tawschool in Litchfield, Conn., suggested that it, not Marshall-
Wythe, was the oldest law school in the nation. 1t was called
‘another Virginia-New England contraversy over a historical
priority.

EX]TI'I’NG FACULTY refor‘d‘ z: the college show that the

Stodents studying under & practicing awyer —was established
here on Dec. 4, 1779.

The venerable George Wyme in wm.:
fice Thor
by the collcge s board of visitors as its first 14w professor.
Wythe. a signer of the Declaration of Independence and a mem-
ber of the federal Constitutional Convention, also taught John
Marshail, later chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, and
James Monroe, the nation's fifth president.

Law was classified as adepartment at William and Mary uncil
theschool
to be accredited as a “law schuul" in 1932

Thegreat leader in the resurgenceof law and thedevelopment
of the modern school was the late dean, Dr. Dudley W.
Woodbridge. Known as a “teachers’ lawyer” Woodbridge

i i i in 1950 whenL

famsburg awof.

Kim one of the nation’s top eight professors.
Tuddy‘ Marshall- Wythe School of Law has 19 full-time.
rofessors, a dean and two associate deans who also are on the
tez:mng faculty. There are two part-time lecturers and a law
tibrarian and assistant.
is. Dr. ErmaM. Lang, who joined

the faculn
Whyte saidheis- hopeful” that Dr. Lang will remain asaperma.
nent staff member.

THERE ARE 457 students at the schoal, of whom nire are
black. There are 62 women. This fall. the school will enroll
between 150-165 students selected from more than 2,300
applications.

“The ratio of in-state to out-of-state students is, 60-40, Whyte
said, and of the recent graduates about half have chosen o re-
main in Virginia in private practice.

- Fhe National Center for State Courts decision to establishits
‘headquariers here in Wililiamsburg, was another plus for the
law school.

There

id auseof the center
on William and Mary property.

Because of the site selection and continuing law school
growth, the college, with the bacKing of former Gov. Linwood
Holton, asked the 1974 General Assembly for $4.8 million tocon-
struct a new taw school complex adjacent to the courts center.

‘Holton recommended the project in bis budget request, but
when Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr. took office he reallocated some
budget funds. and the Jaw school praject, along with nearly all
other major capitai outlay projecis in higher education, was
deferred. The law school. however. received$218,250in planning,
‘money for the new facility.

as well as its alumni and their positions of
achievement and influence.

Singe 1953, Marshall-Wyth

“‘real modern™ law school, has graduated only about 1,000
students and their records are still being measuréd.
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