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Rirhwond Times-Dispatch
. Section

] State/Business

&M Names Spong
Head of Law School

By Wilford Kale
Times-Dispatch Stalg Staff

‘WILLIAMSBURG — Former
US. Sen. William B. Spong Jr.
was named as expected Satur-
day to be the dean of the
Marshall- Wythe School of Law
at the Coilege of William and
Mary.

Spong, who had been
suggested for the post by law
‘school facuity members since
early May, wes also named by
the William and Mary board of
visitars asthe first Dudley War-
ner Woodbridge professor of
law.

The president-lect of the
Virginia Bar Assoriation will
officially become dean on July
1. Begimning Jan. 1, however.

Spong will formally join the
facuity as Woodbridge
professor and dean-designate
on a part-time basis, while he
concludes his law practice in
Portsmouth where he is senior
vartner.

Thomes A. Graves J
Wilkam snd Sary president, i
anmouncing Spong’s appoint-
ment, said that Professor
Emeric Fischer will continue
antil July 1 as acting dean, a
post he dtcepled in Augn
when Jam Whyte Jr.
resigned to etven to Tl time
teachin,

Spong Oaly Chaice

Spang was the only choice of
the search committee, which
on Nov. 3 asked the board of

visitors in a secret meeting in
Richmond to consider only
Spong. Graves and Spong met
several times during the past
taree weeks to werk out
arTangements for the latter to
take the job.

Apparently Spong’s concerns
about administrativuof the law
school were allayed. The board

of visitors also announced that
it intended to modify its awn
bylaws by July 1 in order to
provide for the law school dean
soTeport girectly to the college
president.

Cursently, the law dean and
other sehool deans report to the
vice presiden: for academicat-
fairs. The new arrangement
will provide more authority for
thelaw dean, and other changes
worked out will give the law
school more autonomy within
the William and Mary
academic. Structure. Area
faculty vmrnmmns and hlnng
were also disc by Spong
and Graves pnor o the noard'e
formal action Saturday.

Confidence Expressed

Contacted athis home, Spong
said he thought the post ““was
something 1 wanted to do and
should do."” He expressed con-
fidence thathe could playanim-
portant role in solving some of
the problems at the law school,
‘whichhave been made public in
recent American Ear Associa-
tion reports

*“My work with the Virginia
Bar Association has increased
my own mierest in the National
Center for State Courts {za be
located here] and there will be
an imporiant  future
relationship between that cen-
ter and the William and Mary
1aw school,” Spong said.

He added that being named
the Woodbridge professor was
“personally pleasing since it
was Dr. Woodbridge who first
hired me w0 1each intermational
taw at the college in 194549

Inearly discussions, Spongis
believed tohave told college of-
ficials that it would be impor-
tant for him to be named to the
post this year so he would have
an opportanity o help the law
school in its new building Te-
quest, which will be before niext
year's General Assembly.

Spong brings to the post,
faculty members have said, ex-
cellent academic credentials
as well as extensive legal un-
derstanding aed state political
accumen. He attended
Hampden Sydney College and

a m the University

ginia o Sehoat. e 9
graduate work in international
law at the University of Edin-
burgh and Cambridge Univer-
sity.

He served in the Virginia
House of Delegates in 135455
and the State Senate from 1956
66,after whichhe waselected to
the U.S. Senate.

Hewas defeatedin hisreelec-
tion bid in 1972 and returned ©
taw practice. He taught part-
time ar U.Va. in 1973 and has
served three semesters as
Cutler iecturer in law at
William and Mary.

Sunday, November 23, 1975
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