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nna'of giving up the question, or of
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Nay, congress might go farther,and say to "
weertainly your landv are your own, and we
have no right to take them from you, but what
those lands wifl producc hereafier is altogether
uncertein, and is not in your possession ; we
therefore enact, that although the land is yours,
we will take the increase—that after the adop-!
tion of the state constitution, you may still keep
the land, but you shall not touch one blade of}
grass, or one cavof corn, or any of its produc-!
tlons spontancous or artificial.” Do you not
Secl, fellow citizens, the monstrous iniquity of|
mrh adoctrine? Do you not see that it strikes
at tie very object for which society was insti-
lun,d. _nd cuts asunder the bond of uaion which
all of us should cherish and strive to make in-
disioluble 2 If the preposterous ground assum-
#d by our caemics be tenable, I cannot ima-
gine why they are so solicitious to dragoon us
into a constitutionad  acknswledgement it; for
supposing the master has 1o right to the chil
dren born of his staves, such children must of|
, without the usurping interfer-
‘ess: oF the servile acquiescence of
a cringing state convention.  Butitis in this,
asin all similar cases, wherever an improper
& illeg=d object s be to ateained, its supportcrs

ave ditven (o inpraper and illegal means for it {and

attainment.
Hers © should dismiss this branch of the
Ljcct, were it not that faguage bas been held
on the loor of conigress s fconsistent wit the
cncral veason and sractics of the world as it is
Bosile 1o the. federal curstioution and 1o the
teading principles of the various state govern-
meats in o union. A nember (a certain Mr.
Taylor of New York) with much Rorid decla-
mation and u great deal of nupertinent zeal, de-
res Giat ho man can have & right of property
i any human being; and that slavery i3 incom.- |
patible with the constitution and the genius of|
our gorerinent, L shall not s discuss the

fiolicy of adinitting slavery here, for thatis
The questionwhonorcr 1t comes before the
people of Missowi, who competent
t decide it, 1 hoid 'n)lcll pledged and prepar-
edto mest the investigation.  As to Mr. Tay-
Ior it need only be seid that slaves have been
vy country of the world,
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ness, to cstablish a precedent that will sap'the
foundation f state authority and inake this fed-
eral government a consolidated nation. If cver
the principle shou!d be establishcd that Con-
gress can preseribe a constitution 10 a new state,
the boasted sovereignty of the states is gone for-
ever ; for in principle tacre s not a shadow of
differcnce betwegn the dictation of a constitu-
tion to a new state, and the alteration or aboli-
tion of that of an o/d siate.  And with precedent
staring us in the foce, in vain shall we appeal
to the spirit of the constitution, in vain shall we
invoke the genins of the government to stop
the carcer of successful usurpation. The in-
triguing faction that is now laboring againstus,
if they succeed in lhlssmgle instance, will have
gained their point— I have crected a
barrier beyond which slnvcholdem canaot go—
They will have thrown around the southern
states, lines of circumvallation which would con-
fine them forever within their prescnt limits.
Having thus secured to themselves the posses-
sion of this extensive region, the fairest and best
portion of the continent, thcy
in wealth and power and a s
while the scale of southcrn mﬁ\lcncn will grad-
.uu, risc, till the balance of power is totally iost,
o alternative is left but unconditional
submission on the one hand, or resistance and
disunion on the other.
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