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CHIEF JUSTICE JoHN MARSHALL

John Marshall is appropriately called the “Father of Ameri-
can Constitutional Law.” He was born on September 24, 1755,
on the Virginia frontier, served under General George Wash-
ington, suffered the hardships of Valley Forge, attended
Wythe’s law lectures at the College of William and Mary, and
was appointed by President John Adams to be the fourth
Chief Justice of the United States. His long term of office was
marked by decisions which are established landmarks in the
relations of the States to the Federal government both politi-
cally and commercially, thereby laying the basis for a strong
national economy which is an essential for a strong national
government.

In honoring the memory of John Marshall, the College of
William and Mary has chosen as the theme for the Bicentennial
Program:

The Rededication of the Anglo-American Bench and Bar to
its Traditions of Representative Constitutional Government.
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Foreword

On April 15, 1955, as a part of its John Marshall Bicentennial Pro-
gram, the Marshall-Wythe School of Law of the College of William
and Mary conducted a one day conference on the History and Phi-
losophby of Taxation at Williamsburg, Virginia. At this conference
papers pertinent to the subject were presented by seven distinguished
scholars and writers in the field of taxation. Those papers are repro-
duced in this volume; they contain a critical analysis of our past accom-
plishments and failures in the realm of taxation, suggest areas in which
improvements could well be made in our present tax structure, and
generally point hopefully toward the future.

All too often those engaged in the day-to-day activities of interpret-
ing existing tax statutes and of determining the legal liability of a par-
ticular taxpayer for the payment of a specific amount of tax under
prevailing law lose sight of the underlying principles of governmental
finance. It is indeed refreshing and inspiring to have our attention
diverted, from time to time, from the routine, and focused, even though
briefly, upon the historical and philosophical principles that undergird
our tax structure.

While the thoughtful reader may not necessarily agree unreservedly
with the interpretation of the past or with the predictions for the future,
as recorded in the pages that follow, the papers reproduced herein
reflect the stimulating ideas of some of the foremost authorities on
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taxation in the United States and add materially to the substantive
thinking in the field of taxation. This volume is, therefore, commended
to the serious attention of students of taxation, tax practitioners, tax
administrators, and the general public.

C. H. MoRRISSETT
T ax Commissioner of the Commonwealth
of Virginia
Richmond, Virginia
July 12, 1955
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