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| “Muy I nssume that you intend te make & Feders! cane sut of (hin?™

| From The Dean’s Office

BY ASS'T. DEAN JAMES P. WHYTE

Not enly ls Marshall-Wythe Ameriea's oldest taw sehool, It [« aine
the pioneer in wse of the moot court as A teaching device, It is well-
known that George Wythe, Arnerica’s firat Iaw teacher uaed this technl-
que &8 an offective means of tesching rules of law and techniques of
thelr npplication.

Nowadays, of course, moot cowrt Instruction st Marshall.Wyihe
has been revamped and broadened to Bt current needs. Students may
participate in varfoun facets of this sctivity throughout their Iaw
school careers with varying degreea of Intemaity. Emtoring students
first encounter moot court through the required course In Legal Methad
and Writing. Mere participation n what Is known a3 sn “sppcllate
briefing axercise” Is compulsory, The cless lo divided Into two-man
partoerships and esch parinership Is srsigned to tepresent cither an
appellant or appelice In an appesl before the “Supreme Court of the
State of Marshall.” The basis for appeat fa feund in preparcd tran-
scripts of & mythical trial before the “Clrcuit Court of Wythe Counly,
State of l-nh“ ?ointl of law Iuvolnd In these Lranscripts are

fined to d in first-year classes of Prop-
etty, Oontruh. Agency -nd Torts, Advieors from the third-year class
are sppolnted to asslst the neophyie partners In griting started. Upon
submission of briefs which are limited In length and written In ac-
cordance with prescribed rules, dates for oral argument are set before
& three-man court usually conalsting of a Iaw profesnor and twn third.
year studests. One hour's academic credit of the thive estsblished
for Lega) Method and Writing is esrned by thin excreive.

Upon completion of the course In Legal Writing and Method, Mar-
shall-Wythe studenta may elect to continue mont courl work, for which
scademic credit is earned, on & volunta) y brsis, The natare of this wark
is essentially the same as encountered In [cxal Method and Writing.
Subject matter of the problems encountered, however, s more complex
and varied, and the work takes place in the framework of an intra.
mural contest. Agsln students choone partners and, by & drawing, arc
assigned to represcnt either an nppefiant or appelice. A firat round i«
held In the second semester of the first yesr, o second round in the
frst sementer of Lhe vecond year and & fAinal round In the recosd aemes-
ter of the sacond year. The winning partnership in ¢rowned as Marshafl-
Wythe Moot Court Champion, the partners® names are engraved on »
permanent plagae, and other suitable prizes are swarded them. 1t 1o

expected, then, that those Champi -m Marshall-Wythe's
entry In reglonal and, v ! moot court conteats.
Other i ivity which Ny does not involve moot
bk Mt which ti; s thelens ealled “mont™ court, in

o be found In the ene-hour course titied “Practice Court.” The student
cnrolling in this course, normatly In his third year, s required to find o
llhnunudﬂnr-lumnll town which eontains all elewents of
3 elvil law suit. Gaining the of 3l partien awd
witnesses concerned, one student -Ieeulowﬂ-h!lﬂ.-:hm
mate representing defendant. From this point the work procceds ns
ihowgh the case were being processed In an actual court of record. Crres
ire filed In the “Circuit Court of Wyihe County, State of Marshall.”
Procodurs, st plaintiff’s cholce, may be elther according to the Fed-
wal Rulen of Civil Procedure or the Yirginia reics. Witnesses are in-
‘Erviewed, depositions or Interrogaiories are taken as weeessary, plead-
Ingn and motions are filed, & pre-trial conference la held with the judee,
1 trial brief is prepared and the case ln uitimately tried before a pro-
lesnor-judge and & jury wswally consleting of Arst-yeor Waw students,
Upon occasion, metions for new triale are fied by couneel for the party
|nl;|:&wbo-&mh-h—m-nlmlmdhfue
e juige. -

It in hoped that the amd mai of Marshalt.
Nythe's meot pregram will coutinus to be of significant benefit ta lan
M!b.lnnl‘ﬂnbnwﬂnlnh.ﬁhumhhnhv.l

ides & fes] and efficient way of painiag actual
mmknu_htl.pndlﬂdh- And of lmmediate value 1o the lnw
tudent la the fact that prospective employers rate bighly mool court
xperience as 8 silent, but offcctive, recommendation,




	College of William & Mary Law School
	William & Mary Law School Scholarship Repository
	1967

	From the Dean's Office
	James P. Whyte Jr.
	Repository Citation





